Pennsylvania  Library  Notes 

Published  Quarterly  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  State  Library  and 
Museum,  Library  Extension  Division 

Entered  as  second-class  matter,  at  the  post-office  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  under 
Acts  of  August  24,  1912  and  June  6,  1900 


Vol.  12  HARRISBURG,  PA.,  OCTOBER,  1930  No.  8 


State  Library  and  Museum 

LIBRARY  EXTENSION  DIVISION 


EDITORIAL  BOARD 

Frederic  A.  Godeharles,  Litt.D.,  Director. 
Anna  A.  MacDonald,  Extension  Libra- 
rian and  Editor. 

Evelyn  L.  Matthews,  Consulting  Libra- 
rian. 


These  Notes  are  sent  without  charge 
to  all  libraries,  and  library  trustees 
requesting  it.  Please  keep  us  informed 
of  all  changes  so  we  may  have  our  mail- 
ing list  up  to  date. 


Contents 


County  Library  Surveys  184 

Lycoming  County  184 

Adams  County  187 

Armstrong'  County  189 

Bedford  County  190 

Berks  County  191 

Carbon  County  192 


Chester  County  194 

Clearfield  County  195 

Columbia  County  195 

Cumberland  County  196 

Dauphin  County  197 

Franklin  County  198 

Indiana  County  199 

McKean  County  201 

Montgomery  County  202 

Northampton  County  203 

Perry  County  206 

Pike  County  206 

Somerset  County  207 

Warren  County  207 

York  County  208 

A Swan  Song  209 

Pa.  Librarians — A summary’ 210 

Pa.  Libraries — A summary  213 

The  Tioga  County  Campaign  213 

News  and  Gossip  214 

Appendix — Some  Statistics  by  coun- 
ties   217 


NOTICE 

The  Pennsylvania  Library  Notes  will 
be  sent  to  the  printer  a month  in 
advance  of  the  date  of  the  Notes  in  an 
effort  to  get  it  out  more  nearly  on  time. 
This  will  change  the  report  of  the  P. 
L.  A.  meeting  from  the  October  to  the 
January  number. 

It  is  a great  help  when  libraries  send 
in  news  notes  of  what  is  happening  in 
their  libraries.  This  element  of  Penn- 
sylvania library  news  is  followed  quite 
closely  by  many  readers. 


“First  of  the  famous  three  talents 
which  are  considered  basic  to  education 
is  the  ability  to  read.  It  may  be  said, 
indeed,  that  reading  is  as  important  as 


all  other  education  together,  for  it  pro- 
vides the  key  to  all  knowledge,  a means 
of  communication  with  the  best  ideas 
of  all  times  and  peoples  and  an  infinite 
resource  of  entertainment.” 

From  the  Phila.  Evening  Ledger, 
Sept.  13,  1930 


“Thus  our  free  library  system  has 
become  a sort  of  university  for  the 
people.  At  the  outset  even  the  most 
enthusiastic  friends  of  the  idea  did  not 
dream  that  it  would  become  so  valuable 
and  important.  In  no  country  in  the 
world  is  education  as  free  and  as  uni- 
versal as  it  is  in  the  United  States. 
And  in  the  spread  of  knowledge  the  free 
libraries  have  played  an  honorable  part. 
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highway ; and  that  all  but  two  of  the 
towns  of  any  size  in  this  valley — Muncy 
and  DuBoistown — already  enjoy  library 
service. 

Starting  at  the  west  end  of  the  county 
is  Jersey  Shore  (population  6,200)  which 
has  recently  been  presented  with  a 
library  building  and  already  has  a collec- 
tion of  4,000  or  5,000  books.  Fifteen 
miles  east  of  Jersey  Shore  is  Williams- 
port. The  James  V.  Brown  Library  of 
that  city  serves  Williamsport  (popula- 
tion 45,000)  and  South  Williamsport 
(popnlation  5,000)  and  to  a certain  de- 
gree DuBoistown  (population  1,049). 
Four  miles  east  of  Williamsport  is  Mon- 
toursville  (population  2,709)  which  is 
served  by  a branch  of  the  Brown  Library. 
Nine  miles  east  of  Montoursville  is  Muncy 
< population  2,410)  which  unfortunately 
has  no  library  ; and  at  the  east  end  of 
the  county  is  Montgomery  (population 
1,903)  which  has  its  own  building  and 
is  so  well  administered  that  its  circula- 
tion is  9,000  a year.  These  established 
libraries  are  indicated  on  the  map  by 
solid  squares. 

Extent  of  Library  Service 

The  meaning  of  these  figures  is  that 
of  the  county’s  total  estimated  popula- 
tion of  84,600,  no  less  than  65,000  or 
66,000  live  on  the  banks  of  the  West 
Branch.  That  is  77  per  cent  and  all 
of  this  77  per  cent  with  the  exception 
of  4,000  or  5,000  enjoy  first  class  library 
service. 

Away  from  the  main  traveled  road 
of  the  West  Branch,  there  are  only  two 
towns  over  1,000  people:  Hughesville 
(population  1,600)  and  Ralston  (popu- 
lation 1,000). 

Any  proposed  county  library  system 
to  serve  all  the  county  therefore  depends, 
if  we  accept  the  judgment  of  experts 
that  every  community  of  1,000  or  over 
should  have  a permanent  (as  opposed  to 
a traveling)  library,  in  first  inducing  the 
following  towns  to  take  the  initiative 
for  their  own  villages : 


Muncy  2,709 

South  Williamsport  . . . 5.000 

DuBoistown  1,049 


Ralston  1,000 

Hughesville  1,000 


These  places  are  indicated  on  the  map 
by  pyramids.  They  can,  as  explained 
later,  receive  aid  from  the  county. 

Traveling  Libraries 

Then  the  remaining  population  of 
15,000  to  18,000  must  be  served  by 
traveling  libraries,  that  is  by  collections 
of  books  numbering  50  to  100  volumes, 
changed  every  three  to  six  months.  On 
the  map  between  20  and  30  desirable 
places  for  stations  have  been  indicated 
by  black  circles.  The  selection  of  these 
places  as  sites  for  traveling  libraries 
must  not  be  taken  too  seriously.  It  is 
but  a rough  selection  made  with  the 
idea  of  estimating  the  amount  of  work 
necessary  to  something  like  county-wide 
service. 

Population 


Antes  Fort  360 

Buttonwood  95 

Cammal  275 

Cogan  House  200 

Cogan  Station  150 

Collomsville  260 

Elimsport  200 

English  Center  85 

Ilepburnville  300 

Lairdsville  250 

Larryville  136 

Linden  350 

Loyalsock  100 

Nesbit  275 

Oriole  125 

Picture  Rocks  590 

Proctor  150 

Roaring  Branch  300 

Salladasburg  300 

Slate  Run  135 

Tivoli  131 

Trout  Run  400 

Unityville  325 

Warrensville  321 

Waterville  119 


The  populations  in  this  tentative  list 
were  derived  in  almost  all  instances  from 
information  courteously  gathered  for  this 
survey  by  postmasters  of  the  actual 
number  of  residents  within  a radius  of 
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two  miles  of  the  post  office  or  railroad 
station. 

It  is  necessary  to  drive  through  the 
mountain  region  to  gain  any  true  idea 
as  to  how  small  some  of  the  villages 
really  are.  In  other  cases  you  will  not 
believe  that  there  are  as  many  as  re- 
ported. Houses  are  tucked  away  in 
hollows ; behind  hills,  down  little  traveled 
trails.  And  it  is  important  to  add  that 
many  of  the  villages  are  cut  off  from 
civilization  for  months  at  a time  because 
of  impassible  roads.  To  reach  Slate 
Run,  for  instance,  which  is  35  miles  as 
the  crow  flies  from  Williamsport,  one 
must  travel  45  to  50  miles ; and  unless 
the  autoist  is  also  an  Alpine  mountaineer, 
he  will  find  his  best  chance  of  arriving 
safely,  instead  of  winding  up  in  the 
watery  bed  of  a mountain  gorge,  is  to 
go  still  farther  afield  and  detour  by  way 
of  Cliuton  county.  Fifteen  miles  will 
be  over  concrete  roads,  the  balance  largely 
on  dirt  roads  10  to  12  feet  wide  and 
overhanging  creeks  not  infrequently  60 
or  more  feet  below  the  trail.  Straight 
drops ! 

Legal  Problems 

“How  can  a county  library  system  be 
established  and  when  established,  who  is 
taxed  for  it?”  is  the  question  most  often 
asked  today .... 

The  county  commissioners  can  today 
without  fear  of  legal  entanglements, 
establish  a county  system  or  contract 
for  one  with  one  or  any  number  of 
libraries.  A tax  producing  $5,000  to 
$10,000  a year  would  enable  a real  start 
to  be  made  throughout  the  entire  country. 
A county  system  should  serve  the  entire 
county.  I have  no  sympathy  with  the 
method  often  pursued  of  planting  hap- 
hazard a half  a dozen  stations  in  terri- 
tory requiring  30  or  40.  The  few  favored 
spots  would  gain  their  privileges  by  be- 
ing expert  in  wielding  political  pull.  All 
or  none  is  the  democratic  ideal. 

As  I have  pointed  out  Lycoming 
County  does  not  have  to  wait.  And  there 
are  two  ways  by  which  the  15,000  to 
20,000  bookless  inhabitants  of  Lycoming 
County's  “hinterlands”  can  have  their 
present  disadvantages  removed — two  ways 


in  which  these  dwellers  on  the  hilltops, 
in  the  valleys  and  at  the  blind  end  of 
ravines,  can  gain  for  themselves  equality 
of  book  service  as  they  have  in  the  past 
gained  for  themselves  equality  of  mail 
service  and  school  service.  The  first  way 
is  a determination  on  the  part  of  the 
county  commissioners  to  take  the  initia- 
tive. The  second  way  is  a determination 
on  the  part  of  those  who  do  not  dwell 
on  the  highway  that  runs  from  east  to 
west,  to  put  pressure  on  the  county  com- 
missioners sufficient  to  convince  that 
body  that  the  people  by  whom  they  were 
elected  desire  opportunities  for  study,  for 
culture,  for  pleasure,  little,  if  any,  less 
than  equal  to  that  enjoyed  by  the  men 
and  women  of  the  business  centers  of 
the  county. 

When  these  two  forces  unite— when 
they  join  hands  in  a determination  to 
remove  all  obstacles — a county  library 
system  will  be  erected. 

(Space  prevented  printing  the  whole 
article.  The  estimate  of  funds  is  too  small 
for  effective  work.  All  of  the  libraries  of 
the  county  excepting  the  Brown  Library 
of  Williamsport  and  its  branches  have 
very  inadequate  funds.  Ed.) 


ADAMS  COUNTY 

Report  by  Mrs.  H.  S.  Raffeatsperger, 
Biglerville 

When  I was  asked  to  report  for 
Adams  County  I was  at  a loss  to  know 
how  to  proceed.  I know  the  facilities 
as  well  as  the  lack  of  them  in  Biglerville, 
and  what  a need  there  is  for  more  books 
and  more  money.  I also  know  there  is 
but  ohe  more  public  library  in  Adams 
County,  and  that  with  an  estimated 
population  of  34,800  people ! I wrote  to 
the  principals  of  the  nine  High  Schools 
in  the  county  and  to  Bendersville  Li- 
brarian asking  them  for  certain  statistics 
and  received  replies  from  just  six  schools. 
There  are  eight  State  traveling  libraries 
received  in  different  sections  of  the 
county,  and  Gettysburg  College  and 
Academy  each  have  their  own  libraries 
which  are  used  by  the  students.  I 
understand  the  books  are  not  free  to 
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'Other  people.  The  College  Library  has 
only  been  in  really  good  working  order 
within  the  past  year.  They  are  now  the 
owners  of  a wonderful  library  building, 
fully  equipped  and  under  the  care  of 
a very  capable  librarian.  They  may  be 
justly  proud  of  this  addition  to  the 
College  plant  and  to  the  town. 

The  reports  from  the  6 high  school 
districts  show  there  are  plently  of  books, 
but  that  the  circulation  is  much  re- 
stricted. 

Biglerville  has  a population  of  600.  High 
School  library,  600  volumes,  not  used 
by  others  outside  school.  No  library 
in  the  grades ; they  borrow  from  the 
State. 

Abbottstown.  Population  375.  Volumes 
in  High  School  library,  165 — used  by 
others.  None  borrowed  from  State, 
but  from  Hanover. 

Gettysburg.  Population,  6,000.  3,000 

volumes  in  High  School  library,  used 
by  others  sometimes.  Library  in  the 
grades ; borrow  a few  books  from  State. 
East  Berlin.  256  volumes,  used  by  others 
and  do  not  borrow  from  State. 

New  Oxford.  Population  1,100.  600 

volumes  in  High  School  library.  No 
grade  library.  Not  used  by  others  and 
no  books  borrowed  from  the  State. 
Fairfield.  Population  400.  425  books  in 
High  School  library.  Sometimes  used 
by  others.  Have  some  few  times 
gotten  books  from  State. 

Reporting  for  the  Biglerville  Library, 
we  have  S52  volumes,  a yearly  circula- 
tion of  2,242  books  and  a gain  in 
borrowers  during  the  year  of  48. 

We  are  situated  in  a small  room  on 
the  second  floor  of  our  fire  house. 
Thanks  to  a few  public-spirited  citizens, 
we  are  housed  where  we  do  not  have  to 
pay  rent  or  for  light  and  heat.  Lack 
of  time  and  money  forbid  us  being  open 
more  than  one  evening  a week  and  that 
only  for  the  exchange  of  books.  Our 
borrowers  are  the  people  of  the  town 
and  of  the  vicinity,  and  the  pupils  of 
the  High  School.  We  lend  books  to 
people  who  live  seven  or  eight  miles  to 
the  north  of  us,  three  miles  to  the  south, 
four  miles  to  the  east  and  three  to 


the  west.  There  is  such  a field  for 
better  library  facilities,  more  reading 
matter,  and  we  realize  more  and  more 
every  day  how  eager  some  people  are 
for  books.  We  see  the  need,  and  we  are 
so  handicapped  by  lack  of  room,  lack 
of  funds  and  many  other  things  which 
go  to  make  up  a truly  worth  while 

library.  We  work  along  doing  the  best 
we  can  and  hoping  sometime  for  better 
things. 

One  evening  when  Mrs.  Koser  and  I 
went  down  to  open  the  library,  we  saw 
a rather  unkempt  looking  boy  standing  at 
the  head  of  the  stairs.  He  asked  if 

this  was  where  he  could  get  some  books 
and  went  on  to  say  he  had  been  stand- 
ing there  for  more  than  an  hour.  The 
boy  had  walked  nearly  four  miles  that 
evening.  We  gave  him  three  books  and 
in  two  weeks  he  was  back  again.  Since 
then  he  has  been  a regular  visitor.  If 

the  weather  is  too  bad  he  sends  the 

books  back  with  his  teacher  who  lives 
near  the  library.  If  he  happens  to  have 
a fine  he  willingly  pays  it.  One  evening 
he  brought  a book,  one  of  Seton  Thomp- 
son’s which  some  one  had  given  him, 
saying  he  had  read  it  so  often  he  couldn't 
read  it  again  and  that  he’d  like  to  give 
it  to  the  library  as  he  appreciated  what 
he  got  from  us.  Surely  our  little  bit  of 
work  helps  him  and  makes  life  sweeter 
for  him  and  his  sisters.  One  shut-in 
sends  a neighbor  girl  for  two  books  each 
week,  and  sends  along  a list  of  books 
she  has  read  so  there  are  no  duplicates. 
However,  she  is  re-reading  now  as  our 
shelves  have  been  exhausted.  One  little 
girl  came  in  saying  “I  have  to  read  some 
books  for  school.  I want  the  shortest 
one  you  have  for  I hate  to  read.”  Now 
she  comes  regularly,  and  recently  said 
“I  wish  I’d  started  to  read  long  ago. 
I’ve  missed  a lot  of  pleasure.”  The  kind 
of  books  she  gets  now  are  very  different 
from  the  kind  with  which  she  started, 
and  now  she  often  takes  something  home 
for  her  mother.  They  do  fldt  have  a 
book  or  a paper  in  the  house  except 
possibly  a Bible. 

Another  woman,  an  ex-school  teacher 
and  a great  reader,  became  ill  and  later 
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found  her  sight  was  failing.  She  im- 
mediately set  about  to  learn  the  Braile 
system,  then  borrowed  books  from  some 
library  in  Philadelphia.  For  some  reason 
she  was  unable  to  get  more,  now  for 
several  months  she’s  been  sending  for  a 
book  each  week,  always  asking  for  large 
print.  It  is  interesting  to  see  the  tiny 
tots  of  pre-school  age  getting  story  books 
as  one  little  girl  said,  "something  easy 
enough  for  mother  to  read.”  Then  after 
they  start  to  school  how  they  fairly  eat 
up  the  primers  and  first  readers.  We 
know  then  that  usually  we  have  regular 
readers  and  that  we  must  have  books 
enough  to  keep  them  interested  until  they 
get  away  to  college. 

We  have  noticed  one  particular  growth. 
When  we  opened  nearly  twenty  years 
ago  our  borrowers  were  usually  adults 
and  most  of  the  books  asked  for  were 
fiction.  Within  the  last  few  years  we 
see  a desire  for  reference  books  and 
much  non-fiction.  We  get  very  much 
discouraged  sometimes,  for  we  cannot 
afford  many  new  books,  rebinding  is  so 
expensive  and  we  do  not  have  things  as 
we  should  like  to  have  them.  But  we 
have  Vision  and  we  realize  that  our  books 
are  going  into  many  homes  where  there 
are  no  books  but  the  school  books  and 
where  there  is  no  paper  taken.  We  see 
too  how  the  mothers  and  fathers  after 
a while  send  with  the  children  for  a 
book  for  themselves.  We’re  hoping  that 
sometime  our  taxpayers  will  appreciate 
our  efforts  and  help  us  a little.  We 
do  a worth  while  work,  and  I have  no 
doubt  that  conditions  are  nearly  the  same 
everywhere.  May  the  day  soon  come 
when  the  crying  need  for  more  library 
service  will  be  felt  so  keenly  that  there 
may  be  a county  library,  with  branches 
in  each  district. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY 

Report  by  Roberta  Shand,  Librarian 
Kittanning  Free  Library 

The  estimated  population  of  Armstrong 
County  is  75,568.  There  are  ten  cities 
of  1,000  inhabitants  or  over.  Of  these 
ten,  four  have  public  libraries.  They 


are  Apollo,  which  has  a population  of 
3,227  and  a library  of  2,661  volumes : 
Kittanning,  7,153  population  and  7,461 
volumes ; Leechburg,  3,991  and  3,916 
volumes ; and  Yatesboro,  3,500  and  1,150 
volumes.  Of  these  listed,  the  Leechburg 
and  Yatesboro  are  combined  school  and 
public  libraries ; Apollo  and  Kittanning 
having  libraries  supported  entirely  by 
their  boroughs. 

Five  boroughs  have  High  School 
libraries  which  accommodate  only  the 
pupils  of  the  school.  They  are : 


Kaylor  with 
Dayton 
Ford  City 
Freeport 
Parker  City 


37  pupils  and  125  books 
140  “ “ 1200  “ 

SOO  “ “ 2000  “ 

285  “ “ 1250  “ 

108  “ “ 700  “ 


The  Apollo  High  School  provides  about 
200  reference  books  for  the  use  of  the 
students,  but  depends  entirely  upon  the 
resources  of  the  Public  Library  for  other 
reading.  The  Kittanning  High  School, 
also,  has  about  200  reference  books  kept 
in  the  various  class  rooms.  And  in  addi- 
tion has  placed  in  the'  Free  Library  a 
group  of  850  volumes  to  be  at  the  dis- 
posal of  576  tuition  students  of  the 
High  School  as  well  as  to  those  students 
who  live  in  town  and  have  the  use  of 
the  Free  Library  collection. 

Other  High  Schools  having  libraries 
are : 


Sagamore  with 
Elderton 
Rural  Valley 
Worthington 


56  pupils  and  765  books 

73  “ “ 250  “ 

109  “ “ 550  “ 

72  “ “ 500  “ 


The  following  five  consolidated  schools 
have  libraries  of  100  volumes  each  with 
varying  numbers  of  pupils : 


Cowan  (East  Franklin  Twp.)  has  80  pupils 
Iviski  New  Consolidated  120  “ 

Itidgeview  (Madison  Twp . ) 70  “ 

Pleasant  View  (Manor  Twp.)  160  “ 

Troy  Hill  (Rayburn  Twp.)  112  “ 


Sixteen  township  schools  have  libraries 
of  25  volumes  each  with  an  aggregate 
enrollment  of  209  pupils. 

The  question  was  put  to  each  library 
which  is  strictly  a school  library  as  to 
how  much  work  it  did  with  the  public. 
The  answer  in  each  case  was  the  same, — 
they  do  no  work  outside  the  schools. 

Templeton,  with  a population  of  600, 
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has  a traveling  library,  that  is  50  books 
are  sent  by  the  Extension  Division  of 
the  State  Library  and  exchanged  every 
six  months. 

Armstrong  County  has  a Law  Library 
at  the  Court  House  consisting  of  about 

3.000  volumes  including : over  500  state 
reports,  the  Acts  of  the  Commonwealth, 
all  of  the  U.  S.  reports  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Supreme  Court,  Digests 
of  State  and  U.  S.  Laws,  and  textbooks 
of  law  up-to-date. 

The  Armstrong  County  Historical 
Society  has  the  beginnings  of  a library 
to  be  devoted  to  the  history  of  Penn- 
sylvania. At  present  it  consists  of  about 
300  volumes. 

These  statistics  show  us,  then,  that 
the  public  libraries  of  the  county  serve 
a total  population  of  23,871  with  about 

15.000  books ; while  the  school  libraries 
accommodate  a group  of  2,808  children 
with  21,000  books.  About  35%  of  the 
population  of  the  county  have  the  privi- 
lege of  free  library  service. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY 

Report  by  Mes.  Frances  Baker, 
Everett  Public  Library 

Bedford  County  lies  west  of  the  central 
part  of  the  southern  tier  of  counties  of 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Blair  and  Huntingdon  Counties, 
on  the  east  by  Fulton,  on  the  south  by 
Maryland,  and  on  the  west  by  Somerset 
and  Cambria  Counties.  It  has  an  area 
of  one  thousand  and  three  square  miles 
and  a population  of  thirty-eight  thou- 
sand. 

We  have  four  libraries  of  quite  re- 
spectable proportions.  Bedford  has  the 
largest,  with  5,538  books  and  new  books 
being  added  all  the  time.  These  books 
are  circulating  among  2,330  readers.  The 
next  library  in  size  is  that  of  Everett, 
with  a few  more  than  thirty-five  hundred 
books  on  its  shelves.  It  also  is  adding 
new  books  regularly.  There  are  over 
1,800  registered  readers.  Hyndman  has 
a library  of  1,179  volumes,  with  814 
readers,  and  Saxton  has  1,165  books, 
with  from  350  to  600  readers.  The  latter 
library  is  greatly  handicapped  by  having 


no  quarters  except  room  in  the  public 
school  building.  When  school  is  not  in 
session  the  library  is  not  accessible.  We 
hope  that  soon  some  public  spirited 
citizen  will  give  this  library  a permanent 
home.  Once  it  has  suitable  quarters,  I 
am  sure  the  young  women  will  gladly 
give  voluntary  service.  Owing  to  this 
housing  trouble  the  readers,  in  place  of 
increasing  as  they  should,  are  decreasing 
and  now  confined  almost  exclusively  to 
school  children.  At  one  time  nearly  six 
hundred  persons  were  using  this  library. 
Now  the  number  has  dropped  to  around 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  Centerville  has 
a small  library  under  the  care  of  the 
principal  of  the  consolidated  schools.  I 
have  no  data  as  to  how  many  books 
they  have  or  how  many  readers.  Books 
have  been  borrowed  from  the  State 
Library  at  Harrisburg  by  readers  at 
New  Enterprise,  Osterburg,  and  Clear- 
ville.  The  people  who  draw  from  the 
State  Library  usually  are  teachers  and 
students  of  high  schools  who  need  books 
to  help  them  in  preparation  for  debates, 
or  for  similar  use. 

Not  counting  the  books  borrowed  from 
the  State  Library,  we  have  less  than 
six  thousand  people  using  books  from 
the  libraries  of  the  county.  That  is  only 
one  out  of  every  eight  of  the  population, 
and  is  not  as  large  a number  as  it 
should  be.  I am  sure  that  at  least  ten 
thousand  would  be  reading  from  public 
libraries  if  the  way  to  procure  books 
were  made  easier. 

If  you  look  at  the  map  of  Bedford 
County  and  draw  lines  around  the  towns 
having  libraries,  you  will  find  a large 
scope  of  country  distantly  removed  from 
these  centers.  At  present  the  country 
people  who  are  procuring  books  from 
these  libraries  are  usually  the  families 
who  have  children  in  high  schools  in 
different  towns.  When  these  children 
graduate  and  go  away  to  school  or  to 
work  their  parents  will  probably  stop 
reading,  not  because  they  do  not  want 
hooks  but  because  of  timidity.  If  we 
had  even  one  traveling  library  in  our 
county,  it  would  meet  with  wonderful 
welcome  through  the  rural  districts. 
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There  is  a large  area  in  the  north,  and 
west,  and  south,  and  east  quite  removed 
from  the  library  centres.  There  are 
hundreds  of  people  who  are  hungry  for 
reading  but  do  not  have  the  means  to 
buy,  nor  do  they  know  how  to  go  about 
getting  books  from  the  library  nearest 
them.  Many  people  in  the  remote  parts 
of  the  county  get  to  any  town  very 
infrequently.  If  a book  wagon  were  to 
go  through  these  rural  districts,  stopping 
at  the  country  store,  school  house  or 
other  central  point,  these  isolated  people 
would  soon  welcome  it  eagerly.  A visit 
to  each  part  of  the  county  every  two 
weeks  would  be  sufficient  and  could  be 
made  easily.  I have  talked  with  the 
County  Superintendent  of  schools  and  he 
says  every  corner  of  the  county  is  acces- 
sible to  motor  vehicles,  having  fairly 
decent  roads. 

May  we  not  hope  that  the  time  will 
soon  come  when  every  longing  for 
knowledge  shall  be  speedily  satisfied. 
With  the  wealth  of  this  great  Keystone 
State,  there  is  no  excuse  for  illiteracy 
or  for  lack  of  books  for  those  who  wish 
them.  Our  county  needs  a traveling 
library.  With  the  results  possible  from 
one,  we  urge  that  it  be  given  a trial. 


BERKS  COUNTY 

Reported  by  Alfred  Keator,  Librarian 
Public  Library,  Reading 

Berks  County  is  about  900  square  miles 
in  area,  divided  into  44  townships,  28 
boros,  one  third-class  city  (Reading), 
and  67  school  districts.  According  to 
the  latest  approximate  census  figures,  it 
has  a population  of  230,000,  a gain  over 
the  1920  figures  of  29,200,  or  14%. 

This  population  is  divided  into : 

City  of  Reading  115,000 

Boros  60,000 

Rural  population  55,000  (5,722  farms) 

Reading  is  strategically  located  for  a 
county  seat,  only  a few  miles  south  of 
the  geographical  center  near  Temple.  The 
furthermost  point,  Meckville,  in  Bethel 


township  is  not  more  than  30  miles 
away,  or  an  hours  journey  by  auto- 
mobile. All-weather  state  and  county 
highways  connect  all  townships,  and  only 
in  a few  cases  would  any  vicinity  be 
inaccessible  in  bad  weather. 

Present  library  facilities 

Outside  of  Reading,  Berks  County  is 
very  inadequately  supplied  by  libraries 
of  a public  nature,  the  burden  of  what 
library  service  the  people  have  falling 
upon  such  rural  school  libraries  as  are 
available.  There  are  small  public 
libraries  at  Hamburg,  Wyomissing  and 
Wernersville,  but  only  4 townships  have 
access  to  local  public  library  service, 
and  whole  areas  many  miles  square  such 
as  the  eastern  half  of  Berks  County  are 
without  these  advantages. 

We  may  safely  figure  from  a rougher 
computation  that  at  least  80,000  residents 
of  Berks  County  are  obliged  to  buy  their 
reading,  if  they  secure  any  at  all. 

Financial 

Total  assessed  valuation  of  county  is 
$194,757,000. 

Divided— $110,940,000— City  of  Read- 
ing. 

83,817,000 — Remainder 

The  present  county  tax  rate  is  $.005 
which  together  with  other  sources  of 
revenue  gives  the  county  an  income  of 
over  $1,000,000. 

Library  law 

The  Pennsylvania  Libraries  Act  of 
1917,  amended  in  1927  provides  two 
methods  of  establishing  a county  library — 
by  voting  a tax,  not  exceeding  2 mills  on 
the  dollar,  making  the  establishment  of 
the  library  mandatory ; or  by  allowing 
the  county  authorities  to  contract  with 
an  existing  library  for  service,  and  make 
an  appropriation  from  the  general  county 
funds.  The  latter  is  the  most  practical 
plan  for  Berks  County,  the  one  involving 
the  least  cost,  and  the  quickest  to  put 
into  operation. 

The  mechanics  would  simply  be  for 
the  County  Commissioners  to  make  a 
contract  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
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(he  Reading  Public  Library  (or  any 
existing  neighboring  library.  Not  even 
limited  to  Berks  County)  to  furnish 
certain  specified  library  services.  In 
return  for  this,  the  County  Commis- 
sioners to  make  an  appropriation  from 
the  general  tax  funds  to  pay  for  said 
services. 

Service 

1.  By  branches  (with  cooperation  of 
local  authorities).  More  or  less 
permanent  collections.  Housing 
usually  donated.  Small  salary 
sometimes  paid  to  one  in  charge. 

Possible  locations  in  Berks : 

Womelsdorf 

Birdsboro 

Boyertown 

Hamburg  (contract  with  Public 
Library) 

Kutztown 
Mount  Penn 
Shillington 

Werners ville  (contract  with  Pub- 
lic Library) 

Wyomissing  (contract  with  Pub- 
lic Library) 

2.  By  stations — In  every  small  boro 
or  hamlet.  Travelling  libraries 
changed  often. 

3.  In  cooperation  with  schools. 

• Travelling  libraries. 

4.  Parcels  post  & correspondence. 

5.  Bookmobile.  For  districts  not 
otherwise  supplied.  Weekly  itiner- 
ary, stopping  at  country  schools 
and  crossroads  of  rural  districts. 

Administration 

The  contracting  library  would  furnish 
the  general  administration  and  housing. 
The  financial  accounts  must  be  separate. 
The  work  would  be  in  charge  of  a 
special,  highly  trained  librarian,  giving 
full  time.  One  assistant,  full  time.  Other 
service,  part  time.  One  driver,  perhaps 
also  acting  as  assistant  janitor.  Local 
helpers,  some  of  whom  may  receive  a 
nominal  remuneration  for  their  services. 


Budget  (possible) 
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Salaries 

Librarian  ....2,000 
Assistant  ....1,500 
Driver  1,000 


Stations,  etc.  500  5.000 

33.3 

5,000 

45.4 

47 

Books  

Equipment  (other 

.6,000 

40.0 

4,000 

36.3 

37 

than  bookmobile) . 
Bookmobile  (initial 

.1,000 

6.7 

500 

4.5 

cost)  

.1,800 

12.0 

Bookmobile  (upkeep) 

. 200 

1.4 

500 

4.5 

5 

Supplies  

. 500 

3.3 

500 

4.5 

4 

Binding  and  mending 

300 

2.7 

Miscellaneous  

. 500 

3.3 

200 

1.8 

7 

15,000 

100 

11,000 

100 

100 

Note — Hennepin  County,  Minnesota,  is 
similar  to  Berks  in  that  it  is  dominated 
by  one  big  city  having  more  than  50% 
of  the  population. 

Cost 

An  appropriation  of  $15,000  by  the 
County  Commissioners  would  amount  to 
mills  .18  ($.00018),  expressed  in  tax 

rate  figures,  or  $.15  per  capita,  less  than 
the  cost  of  one  issue  of  a high-class 
magazine.  As  the  library  service  of  the 
city  of  Reading  costs  $.394  per  capita, 
and  the  ideal  set  by  the  American  Library 
Association  for  adequate  library  service 
is  $1.00  per  capita,  it  will  easily  be  seen 
that  the  residents  of  Berks  County  would 
be  getting  a bargain  in  acquiring  library 
service  as  cheap  as  this.  No  overhead, 
no  expensive  and  monumental  buildings — 
merely  good  books  and  good  service. 
What  more  can  be  desired? 


CARBON  COUNTY 

Report  by  Clara  B.  Mc.Tunkin, 
Librarian 

Dimmick  Memorial  Library,  Mauch 
Chunk 


Carbon  County  Assessed  Wealth  ....$23,972,060.00 


Mauch  Chunk  Assessed  Wealth  2. 084. 528. 00 

East  Mauch  Chunk  Assessed  Wealth  ..  1,668,937.00 

Population — 


County  1920  census  62.567  Mauch  Chunk  3.952 
1926  census  69,000  E.  Mauch  Chunk  3.548 

Population  1920  census  7,500 
Total  circulation  in  1929.. 54, 132 
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Library  Situation  At  Present 

Mauch  Chunk  and  East  Mauch  Chunk 
have  a memorial  library  supported  by 
funds  from  the  Dimmick  estate,  free  to 
people  of  both  boroughs  according  to  Mr. 
Dimmiek’s  will.  By  considering  all 
people  in  the  county  as  out-of-town  bor- 
rowers, any  person  in  the  county  may 
become  a borrower  by  making  a deposit 
of  $2.00.  We  give  any  teacher,  Grange 
leader,  etc.,  the  privilege  of  borrowing 
25  volumes  at  a time  for  use  and  cir- 
culation, provided  they  are  regular  bor- 
rowers and  are  guaranteed  for  by  a 
supervising  principal  or  Board  member. 
Thirty-six  teachers  and  one  Grange  leader 
have  taken  advantage  of  this  privilege 
during  the  past  year ; and  books  have 
been  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  county  (more 
by  parcel  post  than  by  auto). 

Lansford,  the  largest  town  in  the 
county,  the  only  one  larger  than  the  two 
Mauch  Chunks,  started  a free  public- 
library  several  years  ago.  The  success 
of  the  library  was  remarkable  ; but  sup- 
port failed  to  continue  and  at  present 
the  library  is  supported  by  the  school 
board.  The  library  is  continuing  to 
serve  the  entire  community  and  out-of- 
town  people  may  become  borrowers  by 
paying  an  annual  fee  of  $1.00  per  per- 
son. 

Palmerton,  the  second  largest  town  in 
the  county,  has  a library  in  the  Neigh- 
borhood House  as  well  as  a technical 
library  for  research ; both  supported  en- 
tirely by  the  N.  J.  Zinc  Company  until 
in  1928,  when  a library  association  was 
formed  and  this  organization  supple- 
ments its  funds.  The  Neighborhood 
House  Library  is  free  to  all  the  people 
of  Palmerton. 

Lehighton,  the  third  largest  town  in 
Carbon  County,  may  be  said  to  be  con- 
sidering the  library  project.  The  Wom- 
an’s Club  has  laid  aside  a small  sum  of 
money  for  the  purpose  and  are  really 
interested ; although  so  far  they  have 
not  aroused  public  sentiment  to  any 
great  extent. 

A County  Library  and  its  Possibilities 

Mauch  Chunk  as  county  seat  and  by 


situation  would  be  the  logical  point  at 
which  to  start ; but  the  Dimmick  Li- 
brary, according  to  the  will  of  its  donor, 
is  barred  from  taking  the  initiative.  The 
Trustees  say  impossible. 

Of  the  other  places  which  might  be 
considered  as  a center  for  county  library 
work,  Lehighton  is  best  for  location.  It 
is  even  easier  of  access  to  the  rural  popu- 
lation than  Mauch  Chunk.  It  would 
have  most  to  gain ; for  by  co-operation 
with  the  county  a library  might  be  ob- 
tained for  the  town.  (This  same  co- 
operation would  of  course  count  with 
Lansford  and  Palmerton  as  well  in  the 
nature  of  securing  additional  support.) 

The  northwestern  portion  of  our  county 
has  several  small  towns  which  could  be 
used  as  distributing  stations.  The  popu- 
lation of  this  part  of  the  county  is 
largely  foreign  and  the  district  has  as 
large  a school  population  as  Mauch 
Chunk.  Although  we  have  sent  a few 
libraries  to  schools  near  White  Haven,  we 
know  little  of  the  needs  of  the  district. 
As  most  other  social  activities,  as  the 
Red  Cross,  etc.,  they  are  taken  care  of 
from  Hazleton,  they  may  be  doing 
library  work  as  well.  The  northeastern 
portion  of  the  county  is  largely  unsettled 
forest  land. 

As  to  the  sentiment  for  a county 
library  project, — the  rural  school  teachers 
appreciate  the  little  we  do  for  them,  so 
know  they  would  endorse  it.  Our  County 
Superintendent  of  Schools  and  his  assist- 
ant are  heartily  in  favor.  The  County 
Commissioners  have  expressed  themselves 
favorably ; but  there  would  have  to  be 
some  urgent  concentrated  demand  from 
the  rural  population  before  they  would 
act.  So  far,  but  one  Grange  has  taken 
action  ; but  they  have  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  confer  with  other  Granges  and 
county  organizations.  And  another 
Grange  sponsored  a meeting,  within  the 
last  year,  where  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed. 

Carbon  County  has  universally  good 
roads  and  good  parcel  post  facilities. 
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CHESTER  COUNTY 
Report  by  Sarah  P.  Bedford,  Librarian 
West  Chester  Library  Association 

Futhe.v  and  Copes’  History  of  Chester 
( ounty  lists  the  following  early  libraries 
established  in  the  county,  showing  that 
our  ancestors,  too,  had  the  love  and  need 
of  books : 


Birmingham  Library  1,795 

New  London  Library  1,806 

Farmers  Library  of  London- 

grove  1,805 

Unionville,  about  1,810 

Windsor  Public  Library  1,866 

West  Chester  Library  Associa- 
tion   1,873 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  Public 
Libraries  in  Chester  County  : 


Population  Books 


Avondale 

627 

1,200 

Berwyn  

100 

5,042 

Downingtown  . . 

4,024 

7,138 

Kennett  Square 

2,398 

6,000 

Malvern  

1 ,286 

4,S59 

Paoli  

.3,000 

3,802 

Parkcsburg 

2,543 

4,676 

Phoenixville 

10,434 

12,371 

Spring  City  . . . 

2,944 

3,967 

A\rest  Chester  . . 

11,717 

21,363 

ubscription  Libraries 

Oxford  

2,093 

3,514 

AA’est  Grove  . . . 

1.152 

1,000 

( 'ollege  & University  Libraries  : 

Immaculate — Villa  Maria  College  Li- 
brary 

Lincoln  University 

AVest  Chester  State  Teachers  College 
Libra ry 

Academy : 

AVesttown  School  Library 
List  of  High  School  Libraries : 

AA'esl  Chester 

Coatesville 

Unionville 

Avongrove 

Kennett  Square 

Oxford 

Spring  City  Library  room 


North  Coventry 

Chadd’s  Ford 

Tredryffrin 

Eastown 

Of  the  eighteen  High  Schools,  eleven 
have  libraries. 

In  a county  with  ten  or  more  town 
libraries,  which  have  been  established  for 
many  years,  the  Central  County  Library 
idea  grows  slowly.  The  law  gives  each 
community  an  opportunity  to  decide  to 
join  the  system  or  not.  None  of  our 
town  libraries  have  half  the  $1.00  per 
capita  income,  and  merging  is  the  busi- 
ness idea  of  today.  Because  many  of 
(he  towns  in  the  county  have  had  libra- 
ries long  before  other  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, it  has  been  slow  to  take  up  the 
new  idea  of  taking  the  books  to  the 
people,  and  of  realizing  how  far  many 
of  the  rural  residents  are  from  even  a 
small  collection  of  books. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Council  of 
Chester  County  the  past  year  have 
formed  20  rural  community  libraries  with 
75  or  100  books  in  each.  Local  com- 
mittees a"d  volunteer  librarians  are  in 
charge.  Sixty  school  libraries  have  been 
undertaken  for  the  year.  It  is  hoped 
that  200  may  he  undertaken  when  funds 
permit.  The  one  and  two  room  schools 
are  receiving  the  first  emphasis  since  they 
are  most  poorly  equipped  with  books. 
These  parcels  of  books  are  exchanged 
every  two  or  three  mouths. 

There  has  been  cooperation  with  the 
12  borough  libraries,  almost  all  of  which 
have  duplicate  or  unused  books  that  may 
be  passed  on.  So  far  the  work  has  been 
by  the  staff  of  the  Health  and  AATelfare 
Council,  but  Miss  Dorothy  Azarian,  a 
Drexel  graduate,  is  coming  in  July  to 
take  charge  of  the  work  and  take  the 
books  to  the  schools  and  stations,  driv- 
ing the  new  Bookmobile  which  has  just 
been  purchased  and  is  much  admired. 

Aliss  Matthews  with  the  State  Book- 
mobile was  in  Chester  County  in  No- 
vember demonstrating  the  County  Li- 
brary idea.  She  visited  55  schools  ex- 
plaining the  circulation  of  books  and  4 


towns  which  receive  the  little  traveling 
libraries. 

Extracts  from  subscription  paper  of 
Unionville  Library,  Chester  County,  early 
in  19th  century  may  be  of  interest. 

“We  the  undersigned  have  in  contem- 
plation a Library  for  the  improvement 
of  young  minds  and  fireside  enjoyment, 
to  feed  the  mind  and  animate  the  senses 
from  trifling  amusements  to  matters  of 
more  sublimity  and  lasting  enjoyment. 

“A  library  will  lead  youth  out  of 
rusticity  to  refinement  of  manners,  and 
clothe  their  address  with  ease  and  gentle- 
ness and  inculcate  in  them  a decent 
pride  that  will  surmount  their  rude  and 
unpolished  habits  and  bring  them  thence 
suavity  of  manners  and  a good  degree 
of  latitude  for  phylosophysing  with  ra- 
tionality on  the  operations  of  nature.  It 
will  add  energy  to  the  State  and  pro- 
mote innocent  and  social  loquacity.  It 
will  teach  men  to  be  good  husbands  and 
fathers,  and  women  to  be  good  wives 
and  mothers  which  will  pave  the  way 
to  delectable  tranquility. 

“We  do  therefore  each  and  every  one 
of  us  consent  to  subscribe  the  sum  of 
$5  for  the  establishment  of  a decent 
selection  of  books.” 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY 

Report  l)i/  Maxine  Albert,  Assistant 
Librarian 

Public  Library,  DuBois 

In  order  to  conduct  a systematic  sur- 
vey of  the  library  situation  in  Clearfield 
County,  the  DuBois  Public  Library  sent 
form  letters  to  all  the  high  school  and 
supervising  principals  of  the  county. 

When  the  answers  were  tabulated  it 
was  found  that  the  condition  of  the 
library  situation  in  Clearfield  County  is 
deplorable.  There  are  sixteen  small 
school  libraries  ranging  from  200  to  800 
volumes  in  number.  The  county  can 
boast  of  only  one  public  library — The 
DuBois  Public  Library,  with  a book 
stock  of  13,032. 

With  such  a problem  to  face  we  set 
about  to  work  out  a solution  in  order  to 
correct  this  bad  state  of  affairs.  A 


large  map  was  procured  for  fifty  cents 
from  the  Post  Office  Department  in 
Washington  showing  the  Rural  Free  De- 
livery routes  and  the  condition  of  all 
Clearfield  County  roads. 

The  plan  is  to  have  a main  county 
library  located  in  the  city  of  Clearfield 
which  is  in  the  center  of  the  county. 
With  the  aid  of  one  book  truck  the  en- 
tire county  could  be  covered  in  the 
sjiace  of  one  week.  Because  of  the 
mountains,  it  will  be  very  practical  to 
have  DuBois  organized  as  a sub-station. 
Five  routes  were  considered  and  planned, 
the  terminal  of  each  to  be  a sub-station 
library.  A schedule  has  also  been  pre- 
pared which  allows  ample  time  for  many 
stops  between  the  main  county  library 
and  sub-stations. 

We  have  our  plan  prepared  and  work- 
able— our  schedule  is  made — the  roads 
are  paved — and  we  can  fix  a flat  tire. 
Won’t  the  county  please  give  us  a full 
tank  of  gas  and  the  books — we  will  be 
ready  to  go  ! 

(Note.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Clearfield 
is  attempting  to  give  what  library  service 
it  can  manage  until  a Public  Library 
is  established.  This  effort  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  should  be  recognized  though  the 
amount  of  service  given  is  necessarily 
inadequate.  Ed.) 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY' 

Report  by  Marion  Mauser,  Librarian 
Bloomsburg  Public  Library 

Columbia  County  has  an  area  of  479 
square  miles,  much  of  which  is  mountain- 
ous. About  70  per  cent  of  the  land  is 
under  cultivation. 

The  population  in  1920  was  48,349  and 
the  valuation  of  the  county  $28,000,000. 

There  are  three  public  libraries  in 
the  county,  Bloomsburg,  Berwick  and 
Orangeville. 

Bloomsburg,  the  county  seat,  has  a 
population  of  7,819.  Its  library  of  14,000 
volumes  is  free  to  the  county  but  no 
effort  is  made  to  send  books  outside  of 
the  town.  Berwick  has  a population  of 
12,181  and  a library  of  3,500  volumes. 
It  does  not  .attempt  outside  service. 


Orangeville’s  population  is  417  and  it  has 
a library  of  350  volumes. 

There  are  school  libraries  in  Cata- 
wissa,  Bloomsburg,  Berwick,  Millville, 
Benton  and  Mifflin.  And  one  college 
library  at  the  Bloomsburg  State  Teach- 
ers College  which  is  free  to  students 
only,  and  has  about  12,000  volumes. 

So  in  summing  up  the  library  facili- 
ties, we  find  Bloomsburg  well  served  with 
three  libraries,  public,  school  and  college. 
Berwick  and  Orangeville  have  small 
libraries  and  four  other  towns  have 
school  libraries  where  children  can  get. 
books.  All  told  the  population  served 
in  any  way  numbers  26,921,  and  this 
includes  the  towns,  where  children  only 
can  get  books. 

The  total  book  collection  estimating 
the  schools  collection  at  8,000  totals 
37,S50  or  less  than  1%  books  per  person 
of  the  population  served. 

And  this  still  leaves  21,42S  without 
any  book  service  whatever.  Yet  on  the 
assessed  valuation  of  the  county  a two 
mill  tax  would  give  them  $56,000,  or  a 
little  over  the  dollar,  which  is  the 
minimum  for  good  library  service. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY 

Report  by  Clara  Bragg,  Librarian 
Slate  Teachers  College,  Shippensburg 

Population  of  county  61,300. 

There  are  no  large  towns  in  the  county 
other  than  Carlisle  with  a population 
of  10,000. 

According  to  census  divisions  of  1920 
there  are  just  twice  as  many  people 
in  the  county  as  in  towns, — a distinctly 
rural  county. 

Nine  towns  have  library  service  either 
public  or  school. 

There  are  three  college  libraries  in  the 
county, — Dickinson  College  in  Carlisle, 
State  Teachers  College  at  Shippensburg, 
and  Messiah  Bible  School  at  Grantham. 

Traveling  libraries  have  been  sent  to 
five  places  for  general  use,  and  special 
collections  have  been  sent  out  for  clubs. 
These  come  from  the  State  Library. 

Rural  school  libraries  are  poor.  In 
making  a brief  survey  I vigited  24  schools 


in  my  immediate  neighborhood.  Three 
were  consolidated  schools,  one  having  a 
collection  of  200  books,  selected  with 
some  care  and  taken  care  of  by  a 
teacher.  These  books  really  circulated 
and  were  enjoyed.  The  other  two  schools 
were  new  and  must  have  100  books  by 
September,  but  do  not  have  them  now. 
Their  work  must  be  reported  on  later. 

Of  the  other 'schools,  two  were  2-room 
schools,  and  one  had  some  books,  poorly 
selected  and  in  very  poor  condition.  The 
children  were  permitted  to  take  these 
books  home  but  were  not  encouraged  to. 
The  other  school  had  nothing  at  all. 

Of  the  1-room  schools,  one  had  a very 
good  small  collection  of  books  and  pamph- 
lets, kept  on  3 or  4 shelves  in  a corner 
of  the  room.  The  selection  was  fair  and 
the  books  used  intelligently  by  the 
teacher.  The  collection  is  sponsored  by 
Patron’s  Day,  each  year  money  being 
asked  for  at  that  time,  and  spent  for  a 
few  new  books.  The  books  go  out  for 
home  use. 

The  other  17  schools  have  no  more 
than  a dozen  or  so  extra  books  at  the 
best,  and  in  most  cases  had  none  at  all. 
The  text  books  were  in  bad  condition 
in  most  of  these  schools  and  in  a few 
of  them  only  one  set  of  readers  is  pro- 
vided. These  small  schools  averaged  23 
pupils  each  of  all  grades. 

It  is  evident  that  at  least  50%  of 
the  county  is  receiving  no  library  service 
of  any  sort  worth  while,  and  that  some 
of  the  town  service  could  be  enlarged 
and  improved.  A town  of  1,600  people 
needs  more  library  service  than  400 
books  can  afford.  A high  school  of 
1,000  pupils  needs  more  than  8 maga- 
zines, only  4 of  which  are  supplied  by 
the  school. 

What  can  be  done  to  help  this  rural 
situation?  The  larger  unit,  such  as  the 
county  system  or  more  funds  for  state 
aid  seem  to  have  offered  a successful 
solution  in  other  states.  The  county  bill 
before  the  New  York  legislature  may  be 
watched  with  interest,  as  well  as  the 
work  being  done  in  the  neighboring  state 
of  New  Jersey. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY 

Report  by  Geobgia  Bowman,  County 
Librarian 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

The  Dauphin  County  Library  became 
a dream  realized  in  December,  1925,  and 
is  now  ending  its  fifth  year  of  school 
service.  We  have  only  made  a begin- 
ning in  the  unlimited  fields  of  service 
we  can  give,  but  feel  that  this  “begin- 
ning” has  been  well  worth  the  effort. 

Our  aim  is  to  give  service  first  to 
the  rural  schools,  principally  the  one- 
room  schools.  It  has  proven  time  and 
again  that  to  “train  up  a child  in  the 
way  he  should  go  and  when  he  is  older 
he  will  not  depart  from  it.”  The  par- 
ents of  the  children  have  not  had  these 
"reading  for  pleasure”  opportunities,  but 
they,  too,  are  grasping  our  idea  and 
calling  to  us  for  service. 

The  first  year  of  service  half  of  the 
number  of  rural  schools  in  the  county 
were  served.  The  second  year,  those 
schools  not  visited  the  first  year.  In 
addition  to  this  school  service  “stations” 
were  started  at  community  centers  in 
Williamstown,  Wiconisco,  Lykens,  and 
Elizabethville ; in  the  High  School  build- 
ings at  Middletown,  Berrysburg  and 
Gratz  ; and  in  private  homes  in  Killinger, 
Stone  Glen,  Deodate  and  Hornerstown. 

We  began  the  third  year  with  a new 
county  librarian  and  driver.  Our  aim 
was  to  serve  all  the  schools  in  the  county 
and  we  did  reach  123,  and  the  fourth 
year  119.  The  fourth  year  was  one  of 
unfortunate  circumstances,  the  “Cardi- 
nal” being  the  source  of  trouble — be- 
cause of  the  hard  usage  it  had  to  endure 
— bad  roads,  etc.- — it  just  naturally  “wore 
out”  under  the  strain. 

We  are  now  endins  our  fifth  year  and 
are  proud  to  rejiort  it  has  been  a record 
year.  An  assistant  county  librarian  was 
added  to  the  staff.  The  old  chassis  of 
the  “Cardinal”  was  replaced  during  the 
summer  by  a new  Chevrolet  chassis, 
and  the  body  was  repainted  and  repaired. 
We  are  serving  125  one-room  schools, 
and  six  schools  of  four  or  more  rooms. 
Saint  Mary’s  and  Saint  Peter’s  parochial 


schools  of  Steelton  asked  for  service  and 
we  responded  to  the  call.  In  September 
and  October  we  broke  our  record  by 
being  able  to  visit  every  school  and 
station. 

We  feel  that  this  record  of  service 
could  not  have  been  attained  without 
the  very  able  assistance  of  the  women 
in  charge  of  our  stations.  All  service 
has  been  voluntary  and  at  times  causing 
great  inconvenience  to  these  already  busy 
and  overworked  house-wives.  We  hope 
to  sometime  be  able  to  remunerate  them 
for  this  service. 

An  interesting  note  is  the  type  of 
books  requested  by  adult  patrons.  From 
a farmer  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county 
came  the  request  for  “Galapagos”  and 
“Among  the  Kora-Korum  Glaciers.”  Then 
there  are  the  usual  requests  for  latest 
fiction,  and  old  classics  as  “Marmion” 
and  "Lorna  Doone.”  The  teachers  re- 
quest help  in  making  an  index  for  the 
use  of  copies  of  the  National  Geographic 
Magazine  ; value  of  public-  playgrounds ; 
causes  of  crime  and  many  more  similar 
subjects. 

New  stations  that  have  been  estab- 
lished are  Hummelstown  (in  the  high 
school  building),  Piketown  which  was 
our  first  venture  in  a station  in  a store, 
and  Colonial  Park  Reformed  Church. 
This  last  station  has  not  been  a success. 
It  may  be  well  to  cite  this  one  example 
of  failure.  The  people  using  this  station 
are  within  street  car  distance  of  Harris- 
burg and  the  schools  within  the  radius 
of  the  station's  reach  objected  to  us 
taking  away  their  privilege  of  having 
the  truck  visit  them  and  we  found  that 
best  work  was  done  in  the  schools.  The 
adult  borrowers  were  too  few  to  warrant 
our  loss  of  the  book  use  in  keeping  a 
collection  there. 

After  this  digression  I will  come  to 
the  topic  assigned  to  me  which  was 
“Library  facilities  of  Dauphin  County.” 
In  the  extreme  northeastern  end  of  the 
county — that  is  from  the  Schuylkill 
C ountv  line  to  the  Susquehanna  River 
(Lykens  Valley)  we  can  feel  that  we 
nave  reached  every  community  and  every 
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rural  school.  That  territory  includes  4 
or  our  biggest  stations — Williamstown, 
\Vi(  onisco,  Lykens  and  Elizabethville  and 
2 high  schools  in  smaller  communities 
where  service  is  given  to  the  towns- 
people as  well.  The  one  community — 
Grata — has  a small  library  of  it’s  own 
which  was  established  as  a memorial 
to  World  War  veterans  in  a community 
library  building  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  several  years  ago.  North  of  Millers- 
burg  is  a small  community — Paxton — 
with  a one-room  school  and  an  active 
1*.  T.  A.  The  teacher  selects  20  adult 
books  in  addition  to  her  school  collection 
to  circulate  among  the  members.  When 
we  come  to  Millersburg  which  is  at  the 
western  end  of  the  Lykens  Valley  we 
find  a community  to  which  we  are  giving 
no  library  service  except  occasional  mail 
service  to  high  school  students.  This 
community  had,  some  years  ago,  a sub- 
stantial gift  of  money  to  establish  a 
library.  They  have  never  used  this  money 
except  to  buy  books  for  the  high  school 
library  which  has  been  built  up  in  the 
past  few  years  and  is  open  to  the  public 
one  evening  a week. 

From  Millersburg  we  go  south  along 
the  Susquehanna  River  to  Halifax,  an- 
other community  to  which  we  are  giving 
no  service  because  we  have  not  been  able 
to  make  the  right  contact  to  get  the 
work  started.  Offers  made  to  the  super- 
vising principal  of  the  schools  have  been 
totally  ignored.  There  is  a fairly  ade- 
quate high  school  library.  A large  num- 
ber of  the  residents  commute  to  Harris- 
burg and  use  the  Public  Library  there. 
The  territory  surrounding  Halifax  is  re- 
ceiving complete  county  service. 

Dauphin  is  (he  next  community.  Here, 
too,  we  have  done  little  or  no  service, 
but  expect  to  get  a station  started  this 
month.  This  will  mean  the  loss  of  one 
of  our  stations  in  a private  home — 
Stone  Glen.  This  family  has  moved  to 
1 >auphin  and  are  very  willing  and  we 
feel  capable  of  establishing  an  active 
station  there. 

The  immediate  suburbs  of  Harrisburg 
we  make  no  effort  to  reach. 


Ilighspire  is  another  community  in 
which  we  have  not  succeeded  in  making 
the  right  contacts  to  establish  a station. 
This  winter  the  high  school  did  come 
to  us  for  debate  material  with  very 
satisfying  results. 

Derry  Township  receives  no  service  at 
all  because  of  school  consolidation  taking 
all  the  pupils  into  Hershey  which  com- 
munity has  its  own  little  library  and 
an  excellent  school  library  with  a trained 
librarian. 

The  circulation  of  books  has  increased 
from  34,955  that  first  year  to  S8,9S3. 
Our  goal  for  1930  was  100, 000  and  the 
circulation  to  date  (June  1)  is  112,911 
with  four  more  months  in  our  fiscal  year. 

(The  county  commissioners  are  appro- 
priating $0,000  per  year  for  this  work. 
Ed.) 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY 

Report  by  Grace  Hildebrand,  Librarian 
Waynesboro  Public  Library 

Franklin  County  is  situated  in  the 
Cumberland  Valley  and  is  largely  an 
agricultural  district.  This  is  probably 
one  of  the  reasons  why  it  contains  few 
towns  large  enough  to  support  a public 
library.  Most  of  the  towns  in  the  county 
contain  only  from  200  to  1,000  inhabi- 
tants. 

There  arc  four  free  public  libraries  in 
Franklin  County.  These  are: 

1.  Blue  Ridge  Summit  Library — hav- 
ing a collection  of  over  3,200  books.  This 
library  is  intended  mainly  for  the  resi- 
dents of  Blue  Ridge  Summit.  However, 
books  are  loaned  to  persons  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town. 

2.  Waynesboro  Free  Library.  This 
library  has  a collection  of  some  8,500 
books.  The  library  is  free  to  the  resi- 
dents of  Waynesboro  and  of  Washington 
and  Quincy  Townships.  All  persons  wish- 
ing books^must  come  to  Waynesboro;  as 
the  library  has  no  branches  or  stations 
elsewhere.  However,  books  are  loaned  to 
the  teachers  of  the  rural  schools  to  be 
used  in  the  classrooms.  Sets  of  ten  books 
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are  loaned  for  one  month.  Many  teachers 
take  advantage  of  this  privilege  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  they  must  come  to  the 
library  for  the  books  and  to  return  them. 

3.  Chambersburg  Public  Library.  The 
Coyle  Free  Library  in  Chambersburg  has 
a collection  of  between  7,000  and  8,000 
books.  It  is  primarily  a town  library 
receiving  support  from  the  town  council 
and  contributions  from  citizens  through 
the  Chambersburg  Library  Association. 
However,  they  never  refuse  any  person 
the  privilege  of  the  library  even  though 
he  might  live  outside  Chambersburg. 
Outside  borrowers  are  not  encouraged 
however,  as  the  library  does  not  have 
sufficient  facilities  to  meet  this  demand. 

4.  Mereersburg  Public  Libary  having 
a collection  of  about  2,817  books  is  used 
mainly  by  the  residents  of  Mereersburg. 
High  School  Libraries: 

There  are  ten  high  schools  in  Franklin 
County.  Reports  show  the  following 
schools  have  libraries  : 

1.  Chambersburg  High  School  has  a 
library  of  about  2,100  volumes.  The 
library  also  subscribes  to  about  35  period- 
icals. The  library  is  open  to  all  the 
residents  gf  the  town,  though  it  is  used 
mainly  by  the  students. 

2.  Mereersburg  High  School  Library 
contains  about  800  books.  The  library  is 
open  only  to  students  of  the  school. 
Mereersburg  also  has  9 grade  school 
libraries. 

3.  Peter's  Township  High  School  at 
Lemasters  has  a library  of  450  books. 
The  privilege  of  the  library  is  extended 
only  to  the  high  school  students. 

4.  Quincy  Township  High  School  at 
Quincy  owns  a library  of  400  volumes. 
This  library  is  also  open  only  to  high 
school  students. 

5.  St.  Thomas  Vocational  School  has 
a library  containing  200  books  which 
may  be  used  only  by  students  of  the 
school. 

6.  Washington  Township  High  School 
Library  contains  about  350  books  and 
is  open  only  to  the  students. 

No  reports  were  received  from  Fannet 


Township,  Greeneastle  or  Metal  Town- 
ship high  schools. 

Besides  these  libraries  there  are  several 
libraries  in  the  county  which  are  more 
or  less  of  a special  nature.  These  are 
as  follows : 

1.  The  Mereersburg  Academy  has  a 
library  of  about  2,500  volumes.  This 
library  is  for  the  use  of  the  students 
of  the  school. 

2.  The  Forestry  School  at  Mont  Alto 
has  a library  containing  about  500  books. 
These  books  consist  mostly  of  valuable 
forestry  books  and  are  used  only  by  the 
students. 

3.  Mont  Alto  Sanitorium  has  a small 
library  for  the  use  of  its  patients. 

4.  Greeneastle  has  a public  (subscrip- 
tion) library. 

Franklin  County  has  also  traveling 
libraries  in  the  following  towns  : 

1.  Amberson 

2.  Doylesburg 

3.  Dry  Run 

4.  Orrstown 

5.  Shady  Grove. 


INDIANA  COUNTY 

Report  by  M.  Louise  Ranson 
Blairsville  Public  Library 

I have  been  asked  to  give  a brief 
history  of  the  libraries  in  Indiana  County 
and  their  work,  and  in  order  to  secure 
some  facts  I sent  out  a questionnaire 
to  a number  of  high  schools,  which 
brought  answers  from  all  except  two. 

In  the  extreme  north  there  is  Rossiter 
High  School  library  having  five  hundred 
books.  It  gives  service  to  the  school 
children  but  to  no  others.  Glen  Camp- 
bell High  School  library  has  eight  hun- 
dred books,  Heilwood  eight  hundred 
books,  Penn  Run  has  two  hundred  and 
forty,  Brush  Valley  has  five  hundred, 
Cherry  Tree  five  hundred  and  fifty.  All 
these  high  school  libraries  give  good  serv- 
ice to  the  children  but  offer  no  reading 
matter  to  others.  Elders  Ridge  Academy 
has  a library  of  eight  hundred  volumes, 
and  Elders  Ridge  Vocational  School  has 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-five,  making  a 
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total  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-live  books  available  there  for  the 
schools.  According  to  the  record  book, 
Elders  Ridge  Academy  library  dates 
back  to  1847  with  interesting  records  of 
literary  societies  long  since  dead.  Com- 
modore High  School  has  eight  hundred 
volumes  and  serves  not  only  the  schools 
but  also  the  crippled  miners  and  their 
families.  Plumville  High  School  with 
eight  hundred  volumes  gives  service  out- 
side the  school  to  literary  societies  of 
the  district  and  to  the  Parent-Teachers 
Association.  Marion  Center  High  School 
with  seven  hundred  books  may  extend  its 
service  since  the  Superintendent  has 
asked  the  Board  to  allow  the  outside 
public  to  make  use  of  it.  Clymer  has 
two  thousand  one  hundred,  and  Arcadia 
with  nine  hundred  serves  the  school  only. 

Cherry  Tree  has  a Public  Library 
organized  in  1914,  having  1,260  volumes 
and  gives  service  not  only  to  persons 
living  in  the  borough  but  also  to  those 
living  outside  within  a radius  of  five  or 
six  miles.  This  library  has  had  no  sup- 
port since  last  September,  but  still  opens 
its  doors  once  a week. 

Indiana  has  three  libraries:  there  is 
a good  high  school  library  with  4,000 
volumes,  a splendid  library  at  the 
State  Teachers  College,  accessible  to  the 
public  for  reference  purposes,  and  an 
excellent  Public  Library  giving  efficient 
service  both  to  the  town  and  to  the 
territory  around  for  miles,  co-operating 
with  the  other  two  libraries  in  a most 
agreeable  way.  Indiana  Public  Library 
was  established  in  1911  and  sponsored 
by  one  of  the  women’s  clubs.  The  first 
librarian,  Miss  Lillian  Thompson,  gave 
years  of  faithful  service.  Four  years 
ago  Mr.  Hull  took  charge  and  has  carried 
on  a wonderful  program  of  expansion. 
The  library  contains  7,021  books. 

Saltsburg  has  two  libraries,  one  in  the 
high  school,  900  volumes,  and  the  other 
a good  Public  Library  which  provides 
a free  lending  service  outside  the  borough 
for  a considerable  distance  and  lends 
books  to  the  township  schools.  The 
library  was  started  in  May,  1909,  by  a 
Library  Committee  appointed  from  the 


membership  of  each  church  in  Saltsburg. 
They  opened  their  doors  with  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  books  and  $76.5S  in 
(lie  treasury.  They  now  have  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  books. 
The  first  librarian  was  Miss  May  Pierce 
who  gave  many  years  of  efficient  service 
during  which  the  library  grew  and  ex- 
panded. Miss  Rupert,  the  present  li- 
brarian, is  her  worthy  successor  giving 
untiring  service  to  the  public. 

Kiskiminetas  School  for  boys  has  a 
library  for  its  own  use  where  Saltsburg 
people  can  go  for  reference  purposes. 
Black  Lick  Public  Library,  established 
by  the  Women's  Club  in  1911  and  still 
supported  by  that  club,  has  one  thousand 
one  hundred  books.  This  library  also 
aids  the  township  schools  and  gives  help 
outside  the  borough. 

Blairsville  has  a new  high  school 
library  which  will  be  opened  in  the  fall 
with  a good  collection  of  reference  books. 
This  is  to  he  called  The  Blairsville  Me- 
morial College  Library  because  the  new 
high  school  occupies  the  site  of  the  old 
Blairsville  College — one  of  the  first  col- 
leges to  be  established  in  the  county. 

Blairsville  Public  Library  was  organ- 
ized in  May,  1875,  by  the  Y. . M.  C.  A. 
The  association  procured  some  religious 
magazines  and  books  and  opened  the 
doors  two  days  a week.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year  a number  of  second-hand  books 
and  new  books  to  the  value  of  $50,  the 
gift  of  citizens,  were  placed  on  the 
shelves.  From  time  to  time  additions 
were  made  to  the  library  until  $500 
worth  of  books  and  furniture  were  added 
to  the  rooms.  In  1882  the  library  was 
moved  to  new  rooms  and  was  open  every 
night  except  Sunday.  The  members  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  were  privileged  to  have 
free  use  of  the  books  and  rooms,  and 
outside  members  paid  $2  a year  for  the 
same  privilege.  In  1886  a perpetual 
charter  was  taken  out  under  the  name 
of  Blairsville  Library  Association,  and  a 
building  was  purchased  by  the  citizens 
so  that  the  rooms  could  be  made  free  to 
all,  open  every  night  a week  except  Sun- 
day and  legal  holidays.  The  library  now 
had  a good  supply  of  literature  and 
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magazines  and  a catalog'  was  issued  under 
the  able  management  of  Miss  Lide  Orr. 
In  the  following  years  the  library  grew 
and  expanded.  About  eighteen  years  ago 
llie  Library  Association  bought  the  pres- 
ent site,  now  valued  about  $30,000  and 
increased  its  free  service  to  the  public. 
Then  there  were  about  two  thousand 
hooks ; today,  there  are  nine  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-five.  The  Blairs- 
vi lie  Library  gives  free  service  to  the 
borough  and  to  the  population  in  the 
district  around  for  many  miles.  It  helps 
the  township  schools.  It  provides  the 
books  for  outside  reading  for  the  public 
schools  of  the  borough,  and  takes  care  of 
their  reference  work.  Blairsville  has  two 
literary  clubs  for  whom  books  are  sup- 
plied, and  help  secured  not  only  from  the 
local  shelves  but  also  from  the  Library 
Extension  Division. 

A little  arithmetic  applied  to  these 
figures  shows  that  about  thirty  or  thirty 
nine  thousand  books  are  available  to  the 
public  or  in  the  County  of  Indiana.  This 
is  an  excellent  showing  and  is  something 
of  which  our  county  can  be  proud.  But 
it  is  not  enough.  The  population  of  the 
county  is  over  eighty-one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eleven.  Our  township 
schools  as  a whole  are  not  well  equipped 
with  library  service.  There  yet  remains 
much  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  extend- 
ing such  opportunities.  And  there  are 
many  who  believe  that  the  time  has 
now  arrived  for  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  a County  Library. 

(The  County  Commissioners  are  giving 
the  three  Public  Libraries  of  Blairsville, 
Indiana,  and  Saltsburg  some  money  for 
the  out-of-town  work,  but  there  is  no 
county  library  system  established.  Ed.) 


McKEAN  COUNTY 

Report  by  Margaret  Dodds,  Librarian 
Public  and  School  Library,  Kane 

McKean  County  has  four  public  libra- 
ries quite  evenly  distributed  over  the 
county. 

In  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county 
is  the  Carnegie  Public  Library  at  Brad- 
ford which  is  the  largest  of  the  four 


libraries.  It  contains  29,817  volumes. 
The  estimated  population  of  Bradford  is 
19,050  and  the  library  serves  about  46% 
of  this  population.  The  average  circula- 
tion per  month  is  about  11,000  books. 
The  library  is  open  66  hours  each  week. 

Two  of  the  libraries  are  located  on 
the  western  side  of  the  county.  One  at 
Port  Allegany  and  one  at  Smethport. 
The  Port  Allegany  Library  is  fortunate 
in  having  a new  library  building  into 
which  they  moved  on  the  first  of  the 
year.  They  have  about  2,000  books  serv- 
ing a population  of  about  2,000.  Their 
circulation  averages  1,200  books  each 
month. 

The  Smethport  Library  is  in  reality  a 
school  library  but  may  be  used  by  the 
public.  It  is  open  about  1 % hours  each 
school  day  and  the  same  length  of  time 
twice  a week  in  summer.  The  library 
contains  6,000  volumes  and  has  250  bor- 
rowers or  14%  of  the  population.  The 
average  circulation  per  month  is  800 
books. 

In  the  southwest  corner  of  the  county 
is  the  Kane  Library  and  while  it  is 
located  in  the  High  School  building  it  is 
a public  as  well  as  a school  library 
serving  a population  of  about  7,500. 
It  contains  8,000  volumes  and  has 
1,630  borrowers  or  about  22%  of  the 
population.  The  average  circulation  is 
2,500  books  a month.  It  is  open  39% 
hours  a week. 

There  are  also  two  towns  which  report 
having  school  libraries.  Mt.  Jewett  has 
a small  school  library  of  about  1,800 
volumes.  They  have  about  200  borrowers 
and  circulate  300  books  a month.  The 
library  is  used  slightly  by  the  towns- 
people. Eldred  also  has  a school  library 
of  about  600  volumes  and  is  used  solely 
by  the  school  pupils.  Most  of  the  books 
are  for  reference  although  they  circulate 
about  150  books  a month.  No  doubt  some 
of  the  other  schools  have  small  collec- 
tions of  books  though  we  have  no  record 
of  them  as  organized  libraries. 

The  population  of  McKean  County  is 
49,600  and  61%  of  these  people  are 
located  in  towns  giving  public  library 
service.  The  Bradford  Library  reaches 
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quite  a number  o£  people  not  included 
in  that  percentage  through  the  circula- 
tion of  books  among  the  pupils  of  the 
country  schools.  The  library  sends  out 
special  boxes  containing  40  or  50  books 
to  the  schools  which  are  exchanged  from 
time  to  time.  They  report  that  over 
13,000  books  were  circulated  in  this 
way  last  year. 

The  Smethport,  l’ort  Allegany  and 
Kane  Libraries  do  very  little  work  in 
the  rural  districts.  The  students  com- 
ing into  town  to  school  use  the  libraries 
freely  as  do  many  of  the  teachers  in 
these  districts.  Residents  of  the  rural 
districts  are  welcome  to  use  the  Kane 
Library  as  they  undoubtedly  are  in  the 
others,  and  many  of  them  do. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY 

Report  by  Mus.  F.  E.  Fleck 
Rosemont,  Pa. 

“County  libraries  are  springing  up 
wherever  communities  are  becoming 
uware  of  their  possibility  of  service. 
They  are  successful  alike  in  New  Jersey 
and  California,  in  Louisiana  and  Minne- 
sota, East  and  West,  South  and  North, 
the  county  library  is  the  same  funda- 
mental idea,  endlessly  varying  and  vari- 
able in  its  adaptation  to  different  local 
conditions.  About  three-fourths  of  the 
states  have  laws  providing  for  county 
libraries  as  soon  as  their  counties  de- 
mand them.” 

A.  L.  A.  Booklet. 

A county  library  in  each  county  is 
our  slogan  for  Pennsylvania.  However 
at  this  time  our  particular  interest  is 
centered  in  the  establishment  of  a Mont- 
gomery County  library. 

My  interest  in  county  libraries  was 
aroused  two  years  ago  when  I became 
chairman  for  libraries  in  the  Mont- 
gomery County  Federation  of  Women’s 
Clubs,  therefore  my  conclusions  have  been 
drawn  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  club 
woman  rather  than  from  that  of  the 
librarian. 

I am  firmly  convinced  that  we  can 
only  obtain  the  proper  library  standards 
in  our  several  communities  by  a county 


library,  where  one  library  system  func- 
tions for  the  whole  county  just  as  the 
vast  city  library  ministers  to  the  entire 
city  through  its  many  branches.  Of 
course  no  library  comes  into  the  county 
system  except  of  its  own  volition.  Its 
joining  is  entirely  optional. 

In  making  a rough  survey  of  condi- 
tions in  the  county,  no  college  or  school 
libraries  have  been  taken  into  consider- 
ation. Such  libraries  are  not  for  the 
general  public  and  are  specialized.  The 
school  libraries  are  mostly  reference  and 
supplementary  and  open  only  during 
school  hours.  It  is  a known  fact  that 
from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  the 
reference  work  for  schools  is  done  in  the 
public  library. 

It  is  the  small  community  library 
often  sponsored  by  a group  of  women 
who  have  literally  hitched  their  wagon 
to  a star  that  needs  the  county  help. 
The  services  of  those  in  charge  are 
voluntary,  the  quarters  are  in  club  or 
memorial  building  and  often  inadequate 
and  if  the  club  did  not  have  cake  sales, 
card  parties  and  everything  else  to  secure 
funds  there  would  be  no  library.  One 
club  gives  several  hundred  dollars  a 
year  to  their  high  school  library  so 
great  is  its  need.  These  libraries  are 
becoming,  in  many  cases,  a great  burden 
to  the  clubs  which  started  them.  What 
will  happen  when  the  women  can  carry 
on  no  longer? 

The  average  village  in  Montgomery 
County  is  governed  by  the  township, 
therefore  its  library  has  no  public  sup- 
port unless  the  commissioners  and  school 
boards  come  to  their  rescue.  This  is 
just  what  has  happened  in  Lower 
Morion. 

Our  list  of  libraries  in  the  county 
numbers  twenty-one.  Of  these,  ten  are 
supported  to  a large  extent  by  women’s 
clubs  and  two  others  receive  contribu- 
tions from  them. 

There  are  107,625  books  in  these 
libraries  for  a population  of  something 
over  220,000.  Of  these  107,625  books, 
48,307  are  in  the  four  libraries  of  Ard- 
more, Bala-Cynwyd,  Bryn  Mawr  and 
Jenkintown,  whose  populations  will  run 
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slightly  over  30,000,  that  leaves  about 
59,518  volumes  for  the  remaining  190,000 
persons  in  our  county. 

Norristown,  the  county  seat,  with  a 
population  of  over  33,000  has  a library 
of  less  than  10,000  volumes.  Where 
could  there  be  a better  place  to  start 
a county  library? 

The  question  of  the  budget  is  of  course 
of  great  interest  to  those  of  us  who  want 
to  organize  a county  library.  The  county 
libraries  in  California  suggest  one  dollar 
a person  as  a working  basis,  and  feel 
that  fifty  cents  is  the  minimum.  The 
county  usually  provides  space,  janitor 
service,  light  and  heat.  The  librarian’s 
salary  runs  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  book  car  will  cost 
$1,000  and  about  $30  a month  must  be 
allowed  for  gas,  oil  and  upkeep,  so  that 
actual  expense  will  be  about  $5,000  before 
a single  book  is  purchased. 

Pennsylvania  is  woefully  lacking  in 
libraries.  If  all  of  the  forces,  such  as 
the  Grange,  P.-T.  A.’s,  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  Service  Clubs,  and  Woman’s 
Clubs  could  get  behind  the  county  move- 
ment in  earnest,  there  is  no  reason  why 
our  per  cent  of  illiteracy  cannot  be  re- 
duced and  the  greatest  educational  fac- 
tor outside  of  the  public  schools  be 
brought  to  each  farm  house  and  hamlet 
in  this  great  state  of  ours. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  Bryn  Mawr  and 
the  Ludington  Memorial  Library  will 
start  a traveling  library  in  June  under 
the  Montgomery  County  Federation  of 
Woman’s  Clubs.  We  feel  that  in  this 
way  the  sample  so  necessary  in  a com- 
munity without  a library  will  be  found 
and  that  we  will  create  a decided  senti- 
ment toward  the  county  library. 

Let  us  continue  to  keep  our  wagon 
hitched  to  a star  and  all  work  toward 
the  common  end — a county  library  for 
each  county. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY 

Report  by  Harriet  T.  Root,  Librarian 
Free  Library,  Bethlehem 

Area — 372  square  miles. 

Physical  Geography 

Rivers — Delaware  River  along  eastern 


border  of  county,  dividing  Pennsylvania 
from  New  Jersey. 

Lehigh  River  cuts  across  lower  section 
of  county  running  between  Bethlehem 
and  Easton. 

Mountains — Kittatinny  Range  of  the 
Blue  Mountains  along  upper  border  of 
county  separating  it  from  Monroe  County 
and  CaTbon  County.  Six  townships  in 
upper  portion  of  county  very  hilly.  En- 
tire county  somewhat  hilly  but  not  enough 
to  interfere  with  transportation. 

Townships — 1 7 

Lehigh,  Moore,  Bushkill,  Plainfield, 
Washington  & Upper  Mt.  Bethel.  Upper 
townships  bordering  on  mountains. 

Allen,  East  Allen,  Upper  & Lower 
Nazareth,  Palmer,  Forks  & Lower  Mt. 
Bethel.  Center  portion,  cement  country. 

Hanover,  Bethlehem,  Lower  Saucon 
and  Williams.  Southern  townships. 

1930  Population 

Cities — 2 

Bethlehem  47,163 

Easton  34,462 


81,625 

(This  does  not  include  part  of 
Bethlehem  in  Lehigh  County.) 


Boroughs — 1 9 

Northampton  9,841 

Bangor  5,825 

Nazareth  5,509 

Pen  Argyl  4,311 

Hellertown  3,852 

North  Catasauqua  2,700 

West  Easton  1,546 

Bath  1,625 

Wind  Gap  1,388 

Walnutport  1,151 

East  Bangor  991 

Glendon  615 

Portland  551 

Wilson  8,265 

Tatam.v  592 

Stoekertown  602 

Chapman  Quarries  232 

Freemansburg  1,777 

Roseto  1,746 


53,119 
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Townships — 17 

Allen  Township 1,000 

Bethlehem  Township  2,980 

Bushkill  1,575 

East  Allen  1,404 

Forks 1,413 

Hanover  526 

Lehigh  . 3,022 

Lower  Mt.  Bethel  1,973 

Lower  Nazareth  1,593 

Lower  Saucon  3,610 

Moore  2,140 

Palmer  2,353 

Plainfield  2,903 

Upper  Mt.  Bethel  2,354 

Upper  Nazareth  1,824 

Washington  2,061 

Williams  2,044 


34,835 

Total  population — 169,579. 

Assessed  Valuation  of 

County  $112,503,910 

Assessed  Valuation 

of  Bethlehem  . . 35,45S,451 
Assessed  Valuation 

of  Easton  28,709,79S 

Assessed  Valuation 

of  Bangor 2,7S0,910 

66,949,159 


Assessed  Valuation  of  that 
part  of  county  without 
library  service  $45,554,751 

* * * * 

Population  of  County — 1930 

census  169,579 

Bethlehem  47,163 

Easton  34,462 

Bangor  5,825 

Have  library  service S7.450 

County  Population  without 

libraries  82,129 

* * * * 


Larger  boroughs  such  as  Nazareth, 
Pen  Argyl,  etc.,  should  have  county 
branches,  while  the  smaller  boroughs  and 
villages  should  have  stations,  with  book 
truck  for  rural  service. 

* * * * 

There  are  about  2,800  farms  in  the 
county,  with  a strictly  rural  population 
of  about  15,000.  Probably  two-thirds  of 
these  farms  are  owned  and  the  other 
one-third  are  rented. 

Rural  population  is  mainly  Pennsyl- 
vania German,  but  the  county  also  con- 
tains many  Irish,  Welsh,  Italians,  and 
in  the  cement  district  there  are  Hun- 
garians, Slovaks  and  Italians  in  increas- 
ing numbers. 

Schools 

There  are  no  consolidated  schools  in 
Northampton  County,  but  many  one  and 
two  room  schools  in  the  rural  sections 
as  shown  on  separate  sheet.  A number 
of  the  larger  boroughs  have  High  Schools 
and  Junior  High  Schools,  while  there  are 
also  a number  of  six  and  eight  room 
schools  in  other  boroughs. 

* * * • 

High  Schools  & Junior  High  Schools 

1 1 igh  Schools — 

Bangor 
Ilellertown 
Berlinsville 
Nazareth 
Northampton 
Pen  Argyl 
Portland 
Wilson  Boro. 

Junior  High  Schools— 

Bath 

East  Bangor 
North  Catasauqun 
Walnutport 
Wind  Gap 

* * * * 


Northampton  Borough,  with  a popula- 
tion of  9,841.  should  have  its  own  library. 

Wilson  Borough,  West  Easton  and 
Glendon  Boroughs  could  receive  better 
service  by  contracting  with  Easton,  while 
Ilellertown,  Freemansburg,  and  possibly 
the  balance  of  Bethlehem  Township 
might  contract  with  Bethlehem  for 
service. 


Parochial  Schools 

Northampton  595 


* * * * 


Teachers  and  Supervising  Officials 
Bethlehem — Elementary,  239;  Jr.  H 
S.,  none;  H.  S.,  68;  Cont.,  4;  Other 
IS;  Supervisors,  16;  total,  345. 
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Easton — Elementary,  l-'2;  Jr.  H.  S., 
44  ; H.  S„  54  ; Cont.,  2 ; Other,  6 ; Super- 
visors, 6 ; total  234. 

Bangor — Elementary,  19  ; Jr.  H.  S.,  7 ; 
H.  S.,  7 ; Cont.,  1 ; Other,  7 ; Supervisors, 

1 ; total  42. 

Northampton — Elementary,  35;  Jr.  H. 
S„  17;  H.  S.,  S;  Cont.,  1;  Other,  1; 
Supervisors,  4;  total,  66. 

Wilson — Elementary,  25;  Jr.  H.  S., 
10  ; U.  S.,  10  ; Cont.,  none  ; Other,  none  ; 
Supervisors,  1 ; total,  46. 

County — Elementary,  332;  Jr.  II.  S., 
3;  II.  S.,  39;  Cont.,  6;  Other,  none; 

Supervisors,  1,  total,  381. 

* * * v 

Northampton  County  Schools  by 
Townships 

Lehigh — Berlinsville,  High  School ; 

Walnutport,  Junior  High  School;  Gherry- 
ville,  Danielsville  and  Treichlers,  2 room 
schools ; 8 one  room  schools. 

Moore — 15  one  room  schools. 

Bushkill — 11  one  room  schools. 

Plainfield — Pen  Argyl,  High  School 
and  3 grades;  Wind  Gap,  Junior  High 
School ; Iloseta,  8 grades ; 2 two  room 
schools;  14  one  room  schools. 

Washington — Bangor,  High  School  and 
two  or  three  grades;  East  Bangor,  Junior 
High  School ; 2 two  room  schools ; 10 
one  room  schools. 

Upper  Mt.  Bethel — Portland,  High 
School ; 1 two  room  school  at  Bethel ; 
15  one  room  schools. 

Lower  Mt.  Bethel — Martins  Creek,  8 
room  building ; 1 two  room  school ; 6 
one  room  schools. 

Forks — 7 one  room  schools. 

Palmer — Stockertown,  8 room  build- 
ing ; Tatamy,  8 grades ; West  Easton,  8 
grades ; Wilson  Boro.,  High  School  and 
grade  schools ; 1 four  room  school ; 3 
two  room  schools;  2 one  room  schools. 

Upper  Nazareth — Nazareth,  High 
Schools  and  4 grade  buildings;  3 two 
room  schools ; 2 one  room  schools. 

Lower  Nazareth — 1 four  room  school ; 
1 two  room  school ; 4 one  room  schools. 

Allen — Northampton,  High  School  and 
3 or  4 grade  schools  ; North  Catasauqua, 


Junior  High  School;  2 two  room  schools; 

2 one  room  schools. 

East  Allen — Bath,  Junior  High  School : 
Jacksonville,  8 grade  building;  1 two 
room  school ; 2 one  room  schools. 

Hanover — 3 one  room  schools. 

Bethlehem — Miller  Heights,  8 grades  ; 
Butztown,  8 grades  ; 1 two  room  school ; 

2 one  room  schools. 

Lower  S a u c o n — Hellertown,  High 
School  and  three  grade  schools  (4  eight 
room,  1 six  room). 

Williams — 1 two  room  school ; 7 one 
room  schools ; Glendon,  8 grades. 

County- wide  Organizations 

Parent-Teacher  Association,  Mrs.  Rose 
S.  Garr,  President,  1080  Berwick  Street, 
Easton. 

Woman's  Clubs — 

Nazareth,  Mrs.  Andrew  Kern. 

Portland,  Mrs.  Eva  Barron. 

Bangor,  Mrs.  Frank  Ditchett,  505 
Market  Street. 

Pen  Argyl,  Mrs.  James  Hewitt. 

Easton,  Mrs.  Win.  M.  Wolverton, 
Mattes  Lane. 

Bethlehem,  Mrs.  O.  D.  Finnigan. 

Granges — About  600  members — five 
centers — Mac-ada,  Schoenersville,  Mores- 
town,  Springtown,  Cherryville. 

Farm  Bureau — President,  Mr.  G.  A. 
Shiffert,  Bethlehem,  It.  D.  No.  2.  Head- 
quarters at  Nazareth.  About  700  mem- 
bers. Co-operative  purchasing  for  rural 
people.  (Financed  by  94  farmers.) 

County  Agent — B.  L.  Coleman,  Easton, 
Pa.  Miss  Marguerite  Erickson,  Home 
Demonstration  Agent,  Lafayette  Apart- 
ments, Easton,  Pa. 

County  Supt.  of  Schools — -Mr.  G.  A. 
Grim,  Nazareth  ; Mr.  R.  N.  Taylor,  Ilel- 
lertown,  Assistant. 

School  Directors — Rev.  Floyd  R. 
Shafer,  Tatamy,  Pres,  of  County  School 
Board  Association. 

County  Commissioners — Robert  Ritter, 
Tatamy;  Charles  A.  Bachman,  1221 
Ferry  Street,  Easton  ; Win.  T.  Mitman, 
Easton. 

Rotary  Clubs — Bethlehem,  Easton. 

Lions  Clubs — Bethlehem,  Easton,  Bath, 
Hellertown,  Nazareth,  Pen  Argyl. 
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Kiwanis  Clubs — 

Northampton  County  Agricultural 
Association — Nazaret  h. 

Northampton  County  Historical 
Society. 


PERKY  COUNTY 

Report  by  Jane  R.  Patterson 
Millerstown 

Perry  County  has  an  area  of  564 
square  miles.  It  is  distinctly  a rural 
county,  the  largest  town,  Newport,  hav- 
ing less  than  2,000  inhabitants. 

There  are  two  public  libraries  in  the 
county,  one  at  Newport  which  has  about 

3.000  books  in  its  collection  and  one 
in  Millerstown. 

Millerstown  has  a population  of  a 
little  over  600  and  a library  numbering 

1.000  books. 

In  addition  to  serving  its  own  com- 
munity, it  placed  122  books  in  the  six 
schools  of  Tuscarora  Township  and 
changed  the  collections  monthly.  For 

this  the  township  paid  the  library  and 
the  work  is  to  be  done  in  the  future 
for  Greenwood  Township  as  well.  There 
is  also  a small  High  School  library  in 
Millerstown. 

The  Newport  Library  does  not  attempt 
to  send  any  books  outside  the  town,  but 
it  serves  the  children  who  go  into  New- 
port to  school  from  the  outlying  districts. 

Aside  from  these  two  public  libraries, 
there  is  a school  library  in  the  Carson 
Rong  Institute  at  New  Bloomfield,  and 
the  Extension  Division  of  the  State 
Library  sends  traveling  libraries  to  Key- 
stone and  Landisbnrg. 

All  told  the  library  facilities  of  Perry 
County  reach  about  2,500  of  the  22,875 
people  in  Perry  County.  In  such  a 
county  the  county-supported  public 
library  is  the  only  solution  for  provid- 
ing everyone  with  books.  There  is  no 
town  in  Perry  County  large  enough  to 
support  a good  public  library  except  at 
a prohibitive  cost  per  capita. 

The  county  could  do  it  well  if  it  had 

81.00  per  capita. 


PIKE  COUNTY 

Report  by  Mrs.  Margaret  H.  Wolfe 

Pike  County  Free  Library,  Milford 

Prior  to  making  this  report,  I had 
started  a tour  of  Pike  County  to  further 
our  county  library  service.  Because  of 
illness  I have  been  unable  to  finish  this 
work,  but  I shall  resume  it  shortly. 

By  the  little  surveying  I did,  I found 
that  the  people  were  eager  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  to  use  our 
library.  Since  so  many  villages  are  in- 
accessible by  express  or  freight,  and  with 
postage  prohibitive,  the  books  are  being 
delivered  by  people  who  have  offered  to 
carry  them  in  their  cars. 

The  result  of  my  first  day  was  requests 
for  fifty  books  to  be  sent  to  each  of 
Greentown  and  Paupack.  The  books  to 
be  sent  to  Greentown  will  be  in  the 
care  of  the  barber  who  also  is  the  janitor 
of  the  Grange  Hall  where  the  books  will 
be  housed.  This  man  was  recommended 
as  the  best  read  person  in  that  com- 
munity and  thought  to  be  responsible  ac- 
cordingly. Also  he  is  willing  to  open 
the  Grange  Hall  daily  for  those  who 
wish  to  read. 

At  Paupack  a young  bride,  formerly  a 
school  teacher,  will  take  charge  of  the 
books. 

We  have  sent  books  to  Dingmans  to 
individual  readers  but  I know  that  this 
community  has  not  been  developed  to  its 
fullest. 

Pond  Eddy  and  vicinity  I have  not 
yet  toured. 

Matamoras  has  access  to  Port  Jervis 

IN.  .1.)  Free  Library,  although  somp 
of  the  Matamoras  teachers  come  to  Mil- 
ford for  books.  The  English  teacher 
said  next  year  she  would  like  to  borrow 
as  many  books  as  available  on  the  re- 
quired  book  list  from  our  library  as  each 
student  has  to  pay  a membership  fee 
of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a year  at 
Port  Jervis. 

The  only  other  library  in  the  county 
is  at  Bushkill.  It  was  organized  last 
year  with  five  hundred  books.  The  Pike 
County  Library  has  between  9,000  and 

IO, 000  volumes.  The  population  of  Mil- 
ford is  about  500  which  summer  visitors 
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swell  to  about  3,000.  The  total  popula- 
tion of  the  county  is  about  7,000,  and 
While  Pike  is  the  smallest  in  population 
its  settlements  are  greatly  scattered  over 
its  010  square  miles. 

What  is  needed  is  a traveling  library 
to  reach  all  the  people.  Of  course  for 
Pike  County  this  goal  is  a great  ways 
off.  The  County  Commissioners  will  have 
to  be  convinced  of  this  real  need.  This 
is  not  the  only  Rome  that  was  not  built 
in  a day.  So  our  plan  is  to  extend  the 
county  library  service  to  our  limit  and 
then  show  the  Commissioners  by  our 
circulation  and  the  need  we  find  for  the 
books,  that  the  demand  is  there. 

(The  County  Commissioners  are  ap- 
propriating $500  jwr  year  to  the  library. 
Ed.) 


SOMERSET  COUNTY 

Report  by  Marie  D.  Thompson, 
Librarian 

Public  Library,  Somerset 

Somerset  County  with  its  80,000  people 
boasts  of  but  two  public  libraries ; one 
at  Windber,  a town  of  about  9,000,  and 
the  other  at  Somerset. 

The  Windber  Library  was  organized 
in  1921  and  has  always  been  maintained 
by  subscriptions,  with  funds  augmented 
by  proceeds  from  dances  and  card  par- 
ties. Last  year  their  resources  amounted 
to  $1,006.54.  With  this  small  sum, 
they  seem  to  be  doing  excellent  work. 
They  now  have  3,856  books,  with  a cir- 
culation last  year  of  16,084  books,  taken 
out  by  3,323  patrons. 

The  library  supplies  the  English  books 
for  the  Windber  High  School,  there  being 
but  a small  reference  library  at  the 
school. 

The  Somerset  Library  started  in  1914, 
also  as  a library  association;  but  in  May, 
1928,  a % mill  tax  was  voted  by  the 
citizens  for  its  support,  the  tax  bringing 
in  about  $1,700  the  first  year. 

Last  May,  Mr.  John  I.  Scull  of  the 
First  National  Bank  fitted  up  five  very 
attractive  rooms  over  the  bank  and  gave 
the  Library  Board  the  free  use  of  them 


for  five  years.  lie  also  gave  an  excep- 
tionally fine  collection  of  1,200  class 
books  which  had  belonged  to  his  uncle, 
the  late  Charles  Ogle  Scull  of  Baltimore. 
In  the  middle  of  last  October,  re-regis- 
tration  was  begun,  and  there  are  now 
1,073  people  using  the  library,  1/3  of 
whom  are  on  rural  routes  or  in  neighbor- 
ing small  towns  and  pay  nothing  towards 
the  upkeep  of  the  library.  There  are 
now  4,395  books  in  the  library,  four 
more  than  the  1930  census  shows  the 
town  has  inhabitants. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  ending 
May  1 was  15,888. 

In  September,  1929,  Miss  Anna  Maier 
came  to  Somerset  to  take  charge  of  the 
library  at  the  High  School  where  750 
pupils  are  enrolled.  By  plays,  cafeteria 
service  and  gifts  of  money  and  books, 
the  library  has  been  augmented  until 
now  it  has  1,250  books  which  are  cir- 
culated. The  grade  schools  have  350. 

Roekwood  (Pop.  1,176)  has  a school 
library  of  1,250  books  for  170  High 
School  pupils.  Berlin  High  School  of 
175  pupils  has  850  books.  Garrett  with 
250  pupils  has  only  200  volumes.  Fried- 
ens  High  School  has  600  volumes. 
Hooversville  with  150  pupils  has  800 
books.  Other  towns  in  the  county  did 
not  answer  my  letters.  Township  schools 
reported  from  no  books  to  54,  the  largest 
number. 

I wrote  to  the  various  schools  asking 
about  their  libraries — only  a few  an- 
swered. Some  of  the  county  teachers 
who  use  this  library  I talked  with,  and 
find  many  township  schools  have  no 
books  other  than  text  books ; some  had 
12  for  21  pupils,  etc.  But  in  no  place 
was  the  school  library  used  by  outsiders. 


WARREN  COUNTlr 

Report  by  Mary  C.  Weiss,  Librarian 
Public  Library,  Warren 

The  present  population  of  Warren 
County  has  been  estimated  at  40,300. 
Over  half  of  these  have  some  sort  of 
library  service,  as  the  following  statis- 
tics will  show  : 
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/' ublic  Library  Service 

Sheffield  

3,801 

Tidioute  

1,063 

Columbus  

312 

Lander — Farmington 

Twp 

769 

Warren  

14.7S0 

Public  library  service 

20,780 

Population  served  . 

School  Library  Service 

Warren  County  stu- 

dents  using  the  War- 

ren  Public  Library 

201 

Conewango  Twp.  . . 

3,444 

Youngsville  

1,611 

Sugar  Grove  

902 

Chandlers  Valley  . . 

200 

School  library  service 

6,358 

Population  served  6,358 


Total  27,13,8 

Clarendon,  Kinzua,  Corydon,  and  Rus- 
sell possibly  have  a few  books,  but  no 
report  of  their  work  has  been  made. 
The  librarians  of  Sheffield,  Tidioute, 
Lander  and  Columbus,  however,  have 
furnished  the  following  information  of 
library  service  in  their  respective  com- 
munities : 

The  Sheffield  library  is  free  to  resi- 
dents of  the  township  and  out-of-town 
high  school  students.  The  branch  library 
at  Barnes  houses  200  books,  which  are 
frequently  exchanged,  and  an  annual 
gift  of  70  books  to  the  Barnes  library 
is  gradually  returned  to  the  shelves  at 
Sheffield.  Last  year  the  circulation 
totaled  23,504,  and  that  of  Barnes  918. 

The  Tidioute  library  consists  of  over 
4,000  books.  It  is  open  2 days  each 
week,  is  free  to  anyone  residing  in  the 
county,  and  the  circulation  last  year 
reached  a figure  between  6,000  and  7,000. 
A new  gift  library  building  will  be  begun 
in  the  near  future. 

Lander  has  1 ,000  books,  and  578  en- 
rolled borrowers.  The  library  is  open 
Wednesday  noons  and  Sundays  after 
church,  at  which  times  65  to  70  books 
are  given  out. 

The  Columbus  library  has  2,300 


volumes.  It  is  now  housed  in  the 
balcony  of  the  community  church.  Last 
year  the  library  presented  85  volumes 
of  encyclopedias  and  other  reference 
books  to  the  Columbus  school. 

Five  boxes  containing  approximately 
500  volumes  are  in  circulation  at  present 
from  the  Warren  Library.  Our  county 
books  number  1,700. 


YORK  COUNTY 

Report  by  Mai  A.  Clinedinst,  Librarian 
Public  and  School  Library,  York 

Estimated  Population — 1926,  150,000 
Public  Libraries  (4)  Population  Books 


(1920) 

Hanover  

8,664 

19,445 

Wellsville  

256 

2,000 

York 

( School  & Public) 

47,512 

16,507 

York 

Haven  

779 

2,110 

High  School  Libraries  (21) 

Service  of  the  libraries  not  particu- 
larly active- — scarcity  of  funds,  collection 
of  odds  and  ends  in  many  instances,  a 
few  classified  and  cataloged.  Service 
practically  limited  to  High  School 


students. 

Red  Lion 

West  York 

North  York 

Glen  Rock 

Wrightsville 

Dallastown 

Spring  Grove 

Stewartstown 

Dillsburg 

Delta 

York 


New  Freedom 
Brodbeek 
Manchester 
Hellam 
Fawn  Grove 
Elmwood,  York 
Shrewsbury 
Wellsville 
Lewisberry 
Mt.  Rose  Jr.  High 
School 


Traveling  Libraries  ( Lions’ ) (58) 

Boxes  Books 


Lower  Chanceford  14  350 

North  Codorus  14  350 

Springettsbury  8 200 

Warrington  9 225 

Windsor  13  325 


58  1,450 

Circulation  last  year — 45,000 
(Circulate  during  school  year  to  un- 
graded rural  schools.) 
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( Each  box  contains  books  graded  from 
1 1 L to  VIII  grades  inclusive.) 

Each  box  remains  in  a school  about 
one  month  and  then  is  moved  to  the 
next  school.  The  Lions’  Club  defrays 
all  expenses  and  appropriates  a sum  for 
books — since  the  beginning  iu  1925  each 
year  there  has  been  an  annual  expansion. 

York  Public  School  Library 

Public  & School 

1.  William  Penn  Senior  High 

2.  Hannah  Penn  Junior  High 

3.  Lincoln  Junior  Branch 

4.  Jefferson  Grace  VII  Branch 

5.  Traveling  Classroom  Libraries — GG 
Circulation — Win.  Penn,  21,758  ; Hannah 

Penn,  31,877  ; Branches,  3,273 ; Class, 

22,704;  Total,  79,612. 

No.  of  persons  using  library  for  reference 

117,270. 

Efforts  being  made  to  extend  library 
service — 

1.  Through  Clubs,  reading  circles, 
study  groups  in  various  parts  of  the 
county. 

2.  Organization  of  a new  Junior  High 
School  Library  for  the  Phineas  Davis 
Junior  High  School. 

3.  Following  the  organization  of 
elementary  school  libraries  in  grade 
buildings. 

4.  Work  of  public  library  through  a 
citizens’  committee  selected  from  various 
clubs  and  organizations. 


A SWAN  SONG 

The  library  world  generally,  with  Penn- 
sylvania as  no  exception,  knows  that  the 
day  is  coming  when  libraries  will  have 
to  become  much  larger  and  richer  than 
they  are  now  if  they  are  to  carry  the 
work  they  should  do.  This  will  neces- 
sarily mean  standardization  for  libraries. 
With  this  must  go,  just  as  necessarily, 
classification  of  librarians.  When  our 
laws  say  we  “must”  hare  public  libraries 
instead  of  “may,”  and  gives  us  a mini- 
mum support  with  state  aid,  then  must 
the  librarians  come  up  to  the  same  type 
of  standards ; those  which  may  be 
accurately  expressed  “on  paper.” 


To  those  of  us  who  have  helped 
through  three  generations  to  build  up  the 
public  libraries  to  the  point  they  have 
reached  now,  this  thought  of  standardi- 
zation in  itself  is  almost  sacrilegious. 
Wo  have  counted  the  power  of  the  book 
and  getting  it  used  as  of  first  impor- 
tance : salaries,  equipment,  buildings,  ease 
with  which  work  is  done,  a reasonable 
amount  of  work  per  assistant,  have  all 
been  secondary  matters.  It  has  been  the 
“library  spirit”  and  “library  service” 
which  counted  most : other  things  were 
of  lesser  importance.  AVe  have  not  spared 
* ourselves:  our  "hearts”  have  been  “in 
our  work.”  Our  slogan  has  been  “The 
greatest  number  of  books  for  the  greatest 
number  of  people,  at  the  least  cost.” 
AA’e  have  gone  on  as  pioneers.  As  we 
gradually  realized  our  various  needs,  we 
filled  them  as  we  came  to  them : — the 
evolving  of  a fine  type  of  library  build- 
ing, securing  training  in  library  service 
and  establishing  schools  of  various  types 
to  give  it,  publishing  reliable  book  lists, 
raising  of  salaries,  improvement  of 
equipment  and  methods. 

llesults  : — Gradually,  we  are  coming 
to  a realization  of  what  our  beloved 
libraries  really  are.  \\Te  have  builded  a 
great,  if  not  the  greatest,  popular  educa- 
tional institutions  of  our  age.  A\re  were 
actuated  primarily  by  “the  service”  to 
be  given,  we  called  upon  our  “general 
background”  and  our  “gumption”  to  see 
us  through.  We  realize  now  we  have 
builded  bigger  than  we  knew.  The 
product  of  our  hands  is  greater  than 
we  are. 

Therefore,  there  has  arisen  the  cry  for 
making  it  compulsory  to  have  a public 
library  as  it  is  to  have  a public  school ; 
for  “state  aid”  to  make  this  possible, 
and  then  comes  that  red  flag — the  needed 
“paper  qualifications.” 

Why  is  it  that  the  mention  of  “paper 
qualifications”  riles  us  so?  We  know 
I he  value  of  the  “spirit  of  service”  and 
“background” — and  so  does  the  public 
only  they  do  not  so  designate  them — and 
no  “paper  qualifications”  yet  takes  them 
into  account.  How  can  the  willingness 
to  find  the  thing  desired  or  *he  ability 
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to  use  the  knowledge  one  has  stored  up 
in  one’s  mind  by  his  own  undirected 
efforts  be  reduced  to  figures  and  percent- 
ages? And  no  school  can  give  these 
inherent  qualifications  any  more  than 
it  can  give  personality.  Then  we  have 
not  forgotten  the  recent  frantic  efforts 
to  gain  their  “paper”  standing  by  grey 
haired  men  and  women  in  a sister  pro- 
fession so  they  might  go  on  earning  their 
living  and  giving  their  quota  of  service 
in  their  own  line.  Also,  we  recall  various 
and  sundry  “college  trained”  librarians 
whose  ideas  of  service  may  be  to  sit  at 
the  desk  and  “direct  people  where  to 
find  things,”  or  a background  so  meager 
as  to  direct  a query  for  the  Siviss  Family 
Robinson  to  the  genealogist. 

No,  no  amount  of  training  can  put  into 
the  individual  that  for  which  nature  has 
not  laid  the  foundation.  And  all  of  the 
incentive  of  pioneer  work  will  naturally 
go  when  the  pioneer  stage  has  passed : 
we  must  not  hamstring  the  dearly  be- 
loved product  we  have  made. 

We  can  see  to  it  however  that  those 
who  follow  us  develop  a “spirit  of 
service”  better  suited  to  their  age  and 
time  than  was  ours,  possibly,  and  when 
we  have  had  county  libraries  going  for 
a generation,  generally,  everyone  will 
have  a better  background.  We  almost 
feel  that  the  new  public  library  of  today 
is  a new  thing,  its  scope  and  possibilities 
seem  so  infinite : therefore,  the  seeking 
for  new  ways  and  means,  new  standards. 
But  the  recognition  of  what  has  been 
done  and  is  being  done  now  will  in 
itself  be  a background  and  an  inspira- 
tion for  the  new  public  library  to  be. 

For  our  libraries  will  have  to  be  much 
larger  and  better  equipped  to  carry  the 
work  of  the  new  library,  and  our 
librarians  must  have  all  the  training 
possible  to  administer  them.  We  need 
state  aid  in  a big  way  so  our  librarians 
can  afford  to  furnish  all  the  “paper 
qualifications”  needed  and  yet  preserve, 
out  of  the  larger  organization,  some  of 
the  old  personal  service  spirit  of  the 
past. 


PENNSYLVANIA  LIBRARIANS — 
A SUMMARY 

Recently  the  question  came  up  as  to 
how  far  that  branch  of  our  profession 
which  has  adopted  uniform  standards  for 
librarians  could  co-operate  with  the 
branch  which  have  no  such  standards  set 
but  where  each  unit  has  fixed  its  own 
standards.  This  brought  up  the  age-old 
question  as  to  the  efficiency  of  standards 
voluntarily  set  for  themselves  by  those 
doing  the  work. 

As  the  subject  of  certification  of 
librarians  has  already  been  discussed  in 
• the  Pennsylvania  Library  Association 
and  will  surely  come  up  again,  it  seemed 
well  to  find  out  where  we,  as  librarians 
of  public  libraries  in  Pennsylvania, 
would  rank  in  case  some  plan  of  certifi- 
cation were  adopted. 

It  seemed  necessary  to  first  grade  our 
libraries  somehow,  for  any  plan  of  cer- 
tification would  have  to  take  into  account 
all  types  of  libraries.  It  took  some 
time  to  find  a fair  basis  for  such  a 
grading.  The  population,  the  amount  of 
support,  or  a rating  as  to  what  the  com- 
munity should  have,  were  all  discarded 
as  being  impractical.  Finally  the  time 
open  seemed  to  be  the  best  all  round 
basis  of  grading,  and  so  was  adopted. 

The  257  public  libraries  were  arranged 
into  four  groups : No.  1,  those  open 
from  10  A.  M.  to  9 P.  M.  without 
closing ; No.  2,  those  not  open  contin- 
uously each  day,  or  for  some  hours  for 
at  least  four  days  per  week ; No.  3,  those 
open  at  least  twice  a week;  No.  4,  those 
open  once  a week. 

The  following  letter  was  sent  out  to 
nil  of  the  257  libraries — even  the  tiny 
ones  which  are  often  exaggerated  travel- 
ing library  stations  but  doing  library 
work  of  good  quality : — 

“We  have  no  standards  fixed  by  law 
for  the  qualifications  of  librarians  as 
we  have  for  teachers.  Very  few  states 
have.  Libraries  generally  have  estab- 
lished their  own  standards  based  upon 
those  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

“However,  the  question  has  come  tip 
^ several  times  recently,  as  to  just  where 
Pennsylvania  librarians  would  rank  if 


A.  A.  M. 
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such  a test  is  made.  Our  report  blanks 
do  not  include  any  questions  as  to  the 
education  of  librarians,  or  their  training 
and  experience.  But  for  the  information 
of  the  Library  Extension  Division,  and 
confidentially,  to  see  where  we  do  stand, 
will  you  please  fill  out  the  enclosed  sheet 
and  return  promptly  as  possible.  Our 
prediction  is  that  we  shall  be  much 
pleased  with  the  result,  as  we  feel  that 
without  REQUIRED  standards,  the  very 
nature  of  the  work  and  the  type  of 
person  attracted  to  it,  have  automatically 
kept  to  a high  standard.” 

With  the  letter  went  the  following  ques- 
tions : 

1.  Name  of  library. 

2.  Name  of  librarian 

3.  Position  held. 

4.  Hours  open. 

5.  Education  of  librarian. 

6.  Experience  of  librarian. 

7.  Number  of  staff. 

8.  How  many  are  graduates  of 
High  Schools? 

9.  How  many  are  graduates  of 

schools  equivalent  to  High  Schools? 

10.  How  many  are  graduates  of 

colleges  or  have  done  college  work? 

11.  How  many  are  graduates  of 

library  schools? 

12.  How  many  have  had  other  library 
training? 

No 

Libraries  grade  answered  reply 
There  were — 59  1 43  9 

91  2 85  G 

63  3 47  16 

44  4 19  25 

Of  grade  No.  1,  three  of  the  libraries 
not  reporting  were  the  three  largest  city 
systems — the  Free  Library  of  Philadel- 
phia, the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh 
and  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Allegheny, 
N.  S.,  Pittsburgh.  This  gives  the  sta- 
tistics still  more  importance  as  repre- 
senting the  smaller  libraries. 

Of  the  43  libraries  reporting  in  grade 
No.  1 — 10  librarians  were  college  or 
university  graduates,  26  had  taken  more 
or  less  work  of  college  grade,  and  7 
reported  as  being  High  School  graduates. 
IS  of  these  were  full  library  school 


graduates  and  14  had  taken  some  form 
of  work  in  library  schools.  One  interest- 
ing thing  was  that  the  greater  part  of 
those  having  had  library  training  came 
from  the  two  groups  which  had  not 
taken  full  college  work.  The  average 
experience  of  this  group  is  20.8  years. 

These  43  libraries  had  226  staff  mem- 
bers, not  including  the  librarian  but 
counting  the  clerical  force  and  the  book 
menders.  190  of  these  were  High  School 
graduates  and  22  have  had  the  equivalent 
of  a High  School  course,  leaving  only 
14  to  fall  below  a four-year  High 
School  course,  though  many  of  these  had 
had  some  High  School  work.  71  are 
college  graduates  or  have  college  credits ; 
51  have  had  a library  school  course  of 
one  year  or  more,  and  76  had  taken 
some  other  form  of  library  training,  as 
a summer  course,  correspondence  course 
or  an  apprentice  course.  So  127  out  of 
the  226  staff  members  have  had  some 
form  of  library  training,  and  some  of 
them  were  trained  for  special  work — as 
eh ild ren ’s  librarians. 

The  size  of  the  average  staff  is  the 
librarian  and  5.4  assistants. 

Eighty-five  libraries  reported  for  grade 
No.  2.  19  librarians  were  college  or 

university  graduates,  27  had  taken  post- 
High  School  work  of  some  sort,  28 
reported  High  School  training,  7 gave 
work  equivalent  to  High  Schools  and 
only  4 fell  below  the  4-year  High  School 
course,  two  of  these  reported  having  had 
teaching  experience. 

Eleven  reported  having  had  regular 
library  training  and  36  had  had  some 
other  form  of  library  training.  The  85 
librarians  had  averaged  10%  years 
experience. 

There  are  99  staff  members  for  this 
group.  73  are  High  School  graduates, 
6 are  graduates  of  other  schools,  26  are 
college  bred  or  have  taken  some  form 
of  post-High  School  work,  7 are  full 
library  school  trained  and  21  have  taken 
some  other  form  of  library  training.  Two 
were  volunteer  librarians. 

No  count  was  kept  of  the  many  High 
School  girls  who  serve  as  apprentices, 
or  part-time  helpers  in  this  group. 
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Forty -seven  of  the  libraries  in  grade 
Xo.  3 — those  open  on  two  to  three  days 
per  week — replied  to  the  letter.  The 
greater  number  of  these  are  volunteer 
librarians,  or  paid  so  much  an  hour  or  a 
week ; the  greater  number  of  these 
libraries  are  supported  by  Library  Asso- 
ciations, where  there  are  volunteer 
librarians,  the  chief  one  has  been  counted 
librarian  and  the  rest  as  staff  members. 

Yet  even  with  this  group  we  find  S 
librarians  with  college  or  University 
training,  17  who  had  taken  post-High 
School  work  of  some  sort,  11  were  High 
School  graduates,  2 had  the  equivalent 
of  High  School  work,  4 reported  "public 
school,”  2 reported  High  School  less  than 
the  four-year  course,  and  3 failed  to 
answer. 

Two  of  this  group  had  had  full  library 
training  and  11  had  taken  some  shorter 
library  course.  The  average  experience 
of  this  group  was  5-)-  years. 

Of  the  140  staff  members  of  this  group, 
SI  were  High  School  graduates,  7 had 
the  equivalent  to  High  School  work,  23 
were  college  trained  or  had  taken  post- 
High  School  work,  1 was  a full  library 
school  graduate,  and  !)  had  had  some 
form  of  library  training. 

Of  group  No.  4 — the  tiny  libraries 
which  are  open  only  one  day  per  week — 
there  were  19  responses.  Again,  the 
greater  part  of  these  librarians  and  their 
staffs  are  giving  their  services.  There 
can  be  no  standard  set  for  this  group — 
nor  is  there  any  measure  of  the  results 
of  their  work. 

We  find  2 of  the  19  are  college 
graduates,  11  have  had  post-High  School 
work.  3 are  High  School  graduates,  2 
have  had  High  School  work  and  1 “com- 
mon school."  2 of  this  group  have  had 
library  training. 

There  were  52  members  of  the  staff 
reported,  lfi  were  given  as  High  School 
graduates.  10  as  having  had  the  equiva- 
lent of  High  School,  12  as  college  gradu- 
ates or  having  done  post-ITigh  School 
work,  and  2 had  had  some  library 
training. 

If  is  not  possible  to  publish  the  many 
letters  received  with  the  returned  ques- 


tionnaires, as  should  be  done  to  give  a 
picture  of  the  ready  response  (for  the 
letters  went  out  just  at  the  beginning 
of  the  vacation  period),  the  fine,  disin- 
terested service  which  is  being  given, 
often  under  great  handicaps.  The  fol- 
lowing letters  have  been  chosen  as 
types : — 

"I  feel  our  Library  Staff  is  woefully 
below  any  kind  of  educational  standard 
but  we  are  glad  to  help  you  in  any  way 
we  can.  Not  one  of  us  has  had  the 
good  fortune  of  a higher  education  but 
we  do  like  our  work  and  put  our  best 
into  it  and  I don’t  feel  that  our  standard 
has  been  lowered  as  yet  no  matter  how 
inadequate  I feel  a great  many  times 
to  hold  the  title  and  position  that  I do. 

"I  am  planning  to  take  a course  or 
two  from  Columbia  University  this  year, 
of  course,  through  their  Home  Study 
Department,  to 'fit  myself  more  comfort- 
ably as  to  Library  technique,  and  to 
ease  my  own  idea  of  the  fitness  of  things 
by  preparing  myself  to  give  to  my  people, 
who  have  so  honored  me,  at  least  a little 
of  what  they  should  be  receiving  from 
one  who  is  really  entitled  to  the  name 
'Librarian.’ 

"Hoping,  we  have  helped  you  a little 
in  your  great  work,  I am.” 

And  again  this  is  typical  of  a village 
library.  The  population  is  under  700, 
165  people  are  registered  borrowers,  the 
circulation  was  897  or  more  than  5 
hooks  per  borrower.  The  letter  tells  how 
it  is  done. 

“The  school  board  allows  us  the  use 
of  a basement  room,  rent  free.  We  use 
this  as  community  room  and  library  both. 
The  women  of  the  Community  Club  take 
care  of  the  room — girl  scouts  help  also. 
So  we  have  no  janitor  service.  And 
the  women  take  turns  on  duty.  Our 
income  is  derived  only  from  any  means 
we  can  use  to  make  money.  And  it’s 
very  small  at  that.  We  have  .$145  in 
treasury  just  now.  Tint,  of  course  that 
isn’t  for  library  work  only.” 

There  is  no  measuring  the  value  of 
the  library  service  given  by  these 
libraries — the  educational  work  done,  the 
worthwhile  recreation  given,  the  reading 
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habits  formed,  the  influence  of  good 
books : it  is  a great  community  service, 
given  by  those  who  have  set  their  own 
standards. 

A.  A.  M. 


PENNSYLVANIA  PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES' — A SUMMARY 

Unless  summaries  are  based  upon 
fairly  complete  statistics  from  all 
libraries,  it  has  seemed  unwise  to  try 
to  give  any.  However,  the  table  of 
statistics  published  in  the  July  Pennsyl- 
vania Library  Notes  seems  full  enough 
to  warrant  such  a compilation;  especially 
as  the  question  of  just  how  Pennsylvania 
stands  in  a library  way  often  comes  up. 

The  list  of  free  public  libraries  from 
which  reports  are  expected,  which  in- 
cludes a few  “Public  and  School” 
libraries,  numbers  257.  Of  these,  eight- 
een were  too  new  or  for  other  reasons 
could  not  make  a report,  and  twenty- 
two  failed  to  make  any.  So  this  sum- 
mary is  based  on  the  reports  of  217 
public  libraries  including  the  most  im- 
portant ones,  and  mostly  those  for  the 
last  fiscal  year  of  the  library.  Another 
point  to  be  born  in  mind  is  that  the 
population  figures  are  from  the  1920 
census. 

Pennsylvania  has  8,720,017  inhabi- 
tants ; 5,397,835  are  credited  with  hav- 
ing public  library  service;  3,322,182  have 
none. 

.$3,182,746  were  spent  for  this  service, 
or  an  average  of  .59  per  capita  of  the 
people  served  and  .36  per  capita  for  the 
whole  state. 

These  217  libraries  contain  3,994,803 
volumes ; or  .74  books  per  capita  of 
those  served,  or  .45  books  per  capita  for 
the  whole  state. 

Of  the  5,397.835  inhabitants  having 
library  service  of  some  sort  within  reach. 
1.260,877  are  registered  borrowers.  Or, 
an  average  of  23  per  cent  of  those  who 
may  are  using  their  libraries,  or  14  per 
cent  of  the  State  as  a whole  are  using 
public  libraries. 

These  3,994,803  volumes  circulate  17.- 
668,397  times.  Or,  each  volume  goes  out 
4.4  times  and  each  of  the  5.397,835 


people  who  have  library  service  reads 
3.2  books  and  each  of  the  8,720,017  in- 
habitants reads  2 books  per  person  in 
the  year. 

This  is  the  work  of  the  217  free  public 
libraries,  counting  a library  system  as 
one  regardless  of  the  number  of  branches 
or  other  distributing  points  it  may  have. 
Nor,  is  any  account  taken  of  the  old 
Stock  Company  libraries — some  19  in 
number — which  are  not  free ; nor  of  the 
school,  college,  university  or  the  special 
libraries  of  which  Pennsylvania  has 
many.  Possibly  (lie  free  public  libraries 
represent  not  more  than  half  the  library 
service  given,  and  not  half  of  the  book 
supply  or  equipment.  When  compared 
with  the  A.  L.  A.  standard  of  $1.00  per 
capita  income  and  5 books  per  capita 
in  circulation,  we  find  that  on  a little 
over  one-half  the  income  the  libraries  are 
doing  more  than  3/5  of  the  work. 

While  Pennsylvania  has  long  strides 
to  take  before  she  has  adequate  public 
library  service  generally,  she  is  prepar- 
ing to  take  those  strides,  and  she  has 
some  first-class  public  libraries  doing 
mighty  fine  work. 

A.  A.  M. 


TIOGA  COUNTY  LIBRARY 
CAMPAIGN 

About  a year  ago  a number  of  people 
in  Tioga  County  who  were  interested  in 
getting  better  public  library  service  for 
themselves  and  their  neighbors  organized 
a county  library  committee.  This  com- 
mittee was  made  up  of  representatives 
of  the  Grange,  the  Federated  Clubs,  the 
American  Legion  and  its  Auxiliary,  the 
Dairymen’s  League,  the  Scouts,  and 
many  other  organizations  too  numerous 
to  mention,  but  representative  of  the 
whole  of  Tioga  County. 

A short  campaign  was  put  on,  and  the 
matter  of  supporting  a county  public 
library  was  brought  before  the  people 
at  the  fall  election,  and  a half  mill 
county  tax  asked  for,  for  its  support. 
The  vote  failed  by  a very  small  majority, 
much  to  the  surprise  of  many  people 
who  had  expected  it  to  carry. 

Many  people  said  they  had  not  voted 
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either  for  or  against  the  project  because 
they  did  not  know  enough  about  it, 
others  said  had  they  known  more  about 
it  they  would  have  voted  differently. 

The  result  was  that  when  the  State 
Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women  and 
the  Extension  Division  of  the  State 
Library  proposed  to  the  committee  that 
they  put  on  a demonstration  of  county 
library  service  and  offered  their  help,  the 
committee  decided  to  start  a county  li- 
brary which  should  actually  function  as 
a library  for  three  months.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  the  support  of  a public 
library  for  the  county  will  again  be  put 
before  the  people  at  the  fall  election,  and 
a half  mill  tax  asked  for. 

The  State  Library  loaned  the  state 
bookmobile  to  Tioga  County  for  the 
demonstration,  and  also  the  services  of 
a librarian  to  organize  the  work.  The 
State  Library,  Federated  Clubs,  the 
public  libraries  of  Tioga  County,  and  two 
other  libraries  of  the  state,  Milton  and 
Northumberland,  loaned  books  for  the 
purpose;  beside  these  many  people  gave 
books  from  their  private  libraries. 

The  collection  now  numbers  about  1800 
books. 

The  bookmobile  with  its  load  of  books 
arrived  in  Mansfield  on  the  fourth  of 
August,  accompanied  by  Miss  Matthews 
of  Harrisburg,  and  Miss  Mary  It.  Snyder 
of  Milton,  the  latter  having  offered  her 
services  for  a week  during  her  vacation 
to  help  launch  the  library.  The  directors 
of  the  Mansfield  library  donated  the  use 
of  the  basement  of  the  library  building 
for  headquarters,  and  a most  desirable 
and  convenient  place  for  such  work  it  is. 
Shelves  were  placed  in  it  for  the  books, 
tables  and  chairs  were  procured  and  a 
typewriter  besides  many  other  con- 
veniences, were  installed  and  work  was 
begun  on  August  fifth. 

Since  then  with  the  books  loaned  for 
the  purpose  there  have  been  placed 
eighteen  library  stations  of  fifty  or  more 
books  each  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.  In  addition  to  these  there  have 
been  started  five  bookmobile  routes  and 
one  school  station  which  serves  only 
children.  More  schools  are  to  be  visited 


and  additional  routes  to  be  covered  dur- 
ing this  month  and  next. 

Of  course  it  is  not  possible  in  such  a 
short  time  to  organize  a complete  county 
service,  with  neither  the  books  nor  the 
time  to  do  so.  But  each  time  that  the 
bookmobile  goes  over  a new  road  the  rep- 
resentative from  the  county  committee 
talks  to  many  people  along  its  route 
who  have  not  heard  of  the  county  library 
campaign  or  who  have  been  too  indif- 
ferent to  it  to  find  out  just  what  it 
means. 

The  publicity  committee  has  had 
articles  in  all  the  papers  taken  in  Tioga 
County;  it  has  planned  a poster  and  an 
essay  contest  for  the  school  children, 
with  prizes  to  be  awarded  for  the  best 
poster  and  the  best  essay  on  the  county 
library  service;  it  has  visited  the  fairs 
and  Old  Home  Day  meetings  held  since 
A ugust  fourth  and  in  every  way  tried  to 
have  this  demonstration  reach  every  per- 
son in  Tioga  County.  There  have  been 
speakers  who  addressed  meetings  of 
various  kinds  throughout  the  county  and 
who  will  continue  to  do  so  until  election 
time. 

With  all  this  publicity  and  with  the 
bookmobile  which  stops  at  the  doors  of 
the  people  who  live  out  in  the  country, 
ready  to  lend  them  books,  and  someone 
with  it  to  explain  just  what  the  service 
is  and  what  it  will  cost,  it  is  hoped 
enough  interest  will  be  aroused  in  the 
project  to  bring  out  a decisive  vote  in 
November. 

E.  L.  M. 


NEWS  AND  GOSSIP 
Alexandria 

The  Memorial  Library  received  a be- 
quest of  $10,000  from  the  late  Mrs.  W. 
II.  Woolverton  of  Alexandria  and  New 
York  City. 

Avondale 

The  library  has  been  moved  into  a 
new  room  on  the  ground  floor  of  a 
corner  building,  and  immediately  the 
results  were  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  borrowers  because  of  the  better  lo- 
cation. 
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The  library  has  been  fortunate  in  re- 
ceiving a gift  of  $2,000  from  Mrs. 
Thomas  D.  Sullivan  as  a memorial  to 
her  husband.  A brass  plate  acknowledg- 
ing the  gift  will  be  placed  in  the  library. 

Barren  Hill 

The  Whitemarsh  Free  Library  was 
opened  to  the  public  on  Tuesday,  July 
S.  The  library  was  organized  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Whitemarsh  Woman’s  Club. 
Miss  Bertha  Staley  is  librarian.  Li- 
brary hours  are  Tuesday,  3 to  5 ; Friday 
G to  7. 

Canton 

Blanche  McCauley  is  the  new  librarian 
of  the  Green  Free  Library.  This  was 
one  of  the  first  libraries  to  teach  the 
school  children  how  to  use  it. 

Connellsville 

Eleanor  Olney,  librarian  of  the  Car- 
negie Library  since  1921  has  resigned. 
Sally  Seaton,  the  first  assistant  librarian, 
is  acting  librarian.  Miss  Olney  did  a 
fine  piece  of  work  in  building  up  the 
library  both  in  resources  and  in  work 
done. 

Donora 

The  Donora  Public  Library  was  opened 
to  the  public  Tuesday  afternoon,  July 
15.  Mrs.  II.  G.  Goodman  will  serve  as 
the  librarian  for  a time.  The  hours  of 
service  will  be  Tuesday  from  2 to  5 and 
Friday  from  6 :30  to  9. 

Everett 

Recenty  another  room  was  given  to  the 
library  for  the  use  of  the  juniors,  and 
fitted  up  with  tables  and  chairs.  This 
is  a great  improvement  as  it  relieves  a 
crowded  condition  and  promises  better 
service. 

Harrisburg 

Irma  A.  Watts,  librarian  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Legislative  Reference  Bureau, 
has  been  re-elected  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  National  Association  of  State 
Libraries  for  the  fifth  term. 

Indiana 

The  Free  Library  has  moved  into 
new  quarters  at  8th  and  Water  Streets. 


The  location  is  more  central  and  the 
space  will  be  trebled.  There  will  be  a 
separate  children’s  room  and  a real 
reference  room. 

Jersey  Shore 

The  library  building  given  by  Mr. 
George  McCurdy  of  Philadelphia,  a 
former  resident,  was  dedicated  on  July 
29.  The  building,  formerly  a residence, 
had  been  handsomely  remodeled  to  fit 
library  needs  and  the  Public  Library 
moved  in  from  the  High  School  building 
where  it  had  been  housed.  Mr.  McCurdy 
promised  100  volumes  each  year  and  sub- 
scriptions to  a number  of  magazines. 

Kennett  Square 

After  many  years  of  service,  Florence 
M.  Cleaver  resigned  in  July.  Mrs.  Letha 
M.  Entrikin  is  the  new  librarian. 

Leechburg 

Roberta  Lee,  Pittsburgh  1930,  is  li- 
brarian of  the  Public  and  School  Library. 

Milford 

Mrs.  Walter  Archbold  is  the  new 
librarian  of  the  Pike  County  Library. 

Montrose 

The  lawn  fete — “Montrose's  Annual 
Holiday” — was  held  as  usual  on  the 
“village  green”  on  August  13.  Started 
a number  of  years  ago  to  raise  money 
for  the  library,  the  fete  has  become  a 
real  community  playday.  The  library 
profits  as  well. 

Mt.  Union 

Mrs.  Rachel  Heim  Williamson  is  the 
new  librarian  of  the  Public  and  School 
Library. 

New  Bethlehem 

The  Literary  Club  has  started  a 
library  within  the  year.  It  is  housed  in 
the  school  building  and  has  1,200  volumes. 

New  Kensington 

The  Tri-Borough  Free  Public  Library 
has  moved  into  a new  and  larger  room, 
which  has  a fine  display  window. 

North  Bessemer 

The  Bessemer  Railroad  Library  has  a 
new  librarian — Sara  II.  Brown.  This 
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library  is  supported  by  the  Bessemer 
Railroad  and  has  a branch  at  Albion. 

Nnangola 

P.  O.  Mountain  Top,  R.  L).  1. 

The  Community  Library  was  opened 
on  May  2 as  a community  jirojeet,  with 
some  500  volumes.  Mrs.  Eli  Weyhen- 
meyer  is  librarian. 

Phoenixville 

The  library  received  an  increase  in 
its  appropriation  from  the  school  board 
this  year  of  $1,000.  Their  income  now 
is  $5,000  per  year. 

Reading 

Harry  F.  Koch  of  the  St.  Paul  Public 
Library  joined  the  staff  of  the  Reading 
Public  Library  in  September,  as  Refer- 
ence Librarian. 

Rochester 

The  Public  Library  received  a gift 
of  the  personal  library  of  Henry  C.  and 
(leorganna  Reed.  It  had  been  built  up 
slep  by  step  from  childhood  days.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Reed  were  changing  their 
residence  and  left  their  365  books  for 
the  local  library. 

Royersford 

The  library  was  moved  in  July  info 
the  new  school  building. 

Saltsburg 

The  Public  Library  has  completed  its 
21st  year.  In  that  time  2,542  people 
have  been  borrowers.  The  population  of 
the  town  is  1,000. 

Started  as  a community  project  by  the 
Woman’s  Club,  it  is  now  supported  by 
Councils.  The  circulation  for  the  last 
year  was  11.657.  Of  this  3.986  books 
were  used  by  borrowers  living  outside  of 
the  town. 

Scranton 

Additional  book  shelves  have  been 
placed  in  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library. 

Sunbury 

The  Public  Library  has  been  carried 
on  in  connection  with  the  High  School 
Library.  Because  of  crowded  conditions 


in  the  school  building,  the  Public  Library 
part  of  the  work  had  to  be  given  up 
last  year ; but  with  the  transfer  of  the 
freshmen  class  to  another  building,  there 
will  be  room  again  to  give  what  Public 
Library  service  is  possible. 

Susquehanna 

Another  one  of  the  old  Stock  Com- 
pany Libraries  has  gone  out  of  existence. 
Pennsylvania  had  a number  of  these 
libraries  in  the  first  three-fourths  of  the 
19th  century.  Those  which  changed  their 
form  of  organization  have  had  no  trouble 
in  falling  into  line  with  the  new  library 
development — many  of  them  are  progres- 
sive public  libraries  today.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate that  the  Susquehanna  Public  Li- 
brary Association  could  not  have  found 
a way  to  so  reorganize. 

Troy 

Jane  Parsons  has  been  married  and 
gone  to  Florida  to  live.  She  will  be 
missed  for  she  has  given  much  hard 
earnest  work  as  librarian. 

But  Troy  is  fortunate  to  get  back 
Katherine  B.  Paine,  who  was  librarian 
when  the  library  was  first  organized. 

lister 

The  Ulster  Public  Library  has  a build- 
ing of  its  own  and  moved  into  it  recently. 

The  building  known  as  the  Mather 
Building  is  of  colonial  design,  with  four 
pillars  in  front.  The  library  occupies 
the  first  floor,  and  there  is  a large  hall 
on  the  second  which  can  be  used  by 
various  organizations.  The  library  room 
a-  attractively  decorated  in  ivory  and 
brown  tones. 

A children’s  room  in  one  corner  con- 
tains books  for  the  first  five  grades. 

The  Ulster  Library  is  carried  on  by 
volunteer  workers  and  their  success  has 
been  very  gratifying. 

In  ionf  own 

Although  a new  library,  yet  the  Pub- 
lic Library  has  found  a way  to  lend  300 
volumes  to  the  new  High  School  Library 
at  Oliiopyle. 

West  Chester 

Miss  Sara  C.  Evans,  an  efficient,  faith- 
ful and  beloved  member  of  the  faculty 
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of  the  West  Chester  High  School  passed 
away  June  21,  1930. 

In  1908  she  began  work  as  School 
Librarian  and  under  her  wise  manage- 
ment, due  to  her  love  of  education  and 
her  knowledge  of  literature,  the  Public 
School  Library  became  one  of  the  first 
and  foremost  borough  school  libraries  in 
the  state. 

A booklover  herself,  her  influence  is 
reflected  in  the  lives  of  students  who 
came  under  her  guidance  and  teaching. 
"She  allured  to  brighter  worlds  and  led 
the  way.” 

Wiirtemburg 

The  Wurtemburg  Community  Library 
is  truly  a community  project.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Community  Club  and  the 
Girl  Scouts  run  the  library  and  keep 
the  room  clean.  The  library  is  in  the 
basement  of  the  school  building,  so  there 
is  no  rent  to  pay. 

E.  L.  M. 


APPENDIX — 

SOME  STATISTICS  BY  COUNTIES 

(Note — The  figures  used  were  taken 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Manual,  1929, 
which  were  based  upon  the  1920  census 
and  the  1926  assessments.  Both  of  these 
items  will  have  to  be  brought  up-to-date, 
as  later  figures  are  available.  “Rural” 
includes  all  places  from  2,500  in  popu- 
lation down. 

I.  Means  county  library  service  is 
given,  but  no  county  has  developed  such 
service  yet  to  the  point  of  counting  the 
population  of  the  county  as  being  served. 

The  school,  college  and  university  and 
special  libraries  were  not  included,  nor 
the  libraries  not  free.  Allegheny  and 
Philadelphia  Counties  were  not  included. 

A few  counties  are  too  small  to  afford 
a good  county  library  and  should  join 
with  a neighboring  county ; as  Pulton 
with  Bedford  or  Franklin,  Pike  with 
Monroe  or  Wayne,  Perry  with  Juniata, 
Snyder  with  Mifflin,  Sullivan  with  Brad- 
ford, Forest  with  Warren,  Cameron  with 
Elk. 

These  statistics  are  suggestive.  The 
standard  set  in  funds  is  about  one-half 
of  that  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Ed.) 


Adams  County 


528 

Square  miles 

4,439 

Urban  population 

30,144 

Rural  population 

163 

Foreign  born 

o 

Public  libraries 

897 

have  library  service 

29,247 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$23,566,390 

Assessed  valuation 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$15,610 

for  a county  library,  or 

.49 

per  person 

Libraries  : 

Biglerville,  Bendersville 

Armstrong  County 

653 

Square  miles 

22,672 

Urban  population 

52,896 

Rural  population 

9,208 

Foreign  born 

4 

Public  libraries 

17.871 

have  library  service 

57,697 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$71 ,609,S39 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$35,834 

for  a county  library,  or 

^ .48 

per  person 

Libraries  : 

Apollo,  Kittanning,  Leech- 

burg,  Yatesboro 


Beaver  County 


429 

Square  miles 

77,705 

Urban  population 

33,916 

Rural  population 

23,921 

Foreign  born 

7 

Public  libraries 

66,431 

have  library  service 

45,190 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$101,263,867 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$50,680 

for  a county  library,  or 

.44 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Aliquippa,  Ambridge, 

Beaver,  Beaver  Falls,  Midland,  New 

Brighton, 

Rochester 

Bedford  County 

1,026 

Square  miles 

none 

Urban  population 

38,277 

Rural  population 

833 

Foreign  born 

3 

Public  libraries 
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5,182 

have  library  service 

Libraries : 

Athens,  Canton,  Towanda, 

33,095 

have  no  public  library 

Troy,  Ulster,  Wyalusing 

service 

$22,428,378 

Assessed  valuation 

Bucks  County 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

608 

Square  miles 

$10,821 

for  a county  library,  or 

25,290 

Urban  population 

.43 

per  person 

57,186 

Rural  population 

Libraries : 

Bedford,  Everett,  Saxton 

8,370 

Foreign  born 

13 

Public  libraries* 

Berks  County 

30,000 

have  library  service 

805 

Square  miles 

52,000 

have  no  public  library 

122,041 

Urban  population 

service 

78,213 

Rural  population 

$86,321,816 

Assessed  valuation 

12,097 

Foreign  born 

y2 

mill  tax  would  give 

4 

Public  libraries 

$42,760 

for  a county  library,  or 

113,407 

have  library  service 

.52 

per  person 

87,447 

have  no  public  library 

Libraries : 

Andalusia,  Bristol,  Corn- 

service 

well  II  ei 

ghts,  Doylestown,  Edgely, 

$200,072,904 

Assessed  valuation 

Fallsington,  Morrisville,  New 

1/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

Britain,  New  Hope,  Point  Pleasant, 

$88,690 

for  a county  library,  or 

Southampton,  Wycombe,  Yardley 

.44 

per  person 

* Only  public  libraries  counted 

Libraries : 

Hamburg,  Reading,  Wer- 

nersville, 

Wyomissing 

Butler  County 

790 

Square  miles 

Blair  County 

23,778 

Urban  population 

535 

Square  miles 

53,492 

Rural  population 

83,775 

Urban  population 

7,014 

Foreign  born 

44,559 

Rural  population 

•> 

Public  libraries 

8,584 

Foreign  born 

25,048 

have  library  service 

1 

Public  library 

51,622 

have  no  public  library 

60,331 

have  library  service 

• service 

68,003 

have  no  public  library 

$85,648,879 

Assessed  valuation 

service 

y 

mill  tax  would  give 

$92,089,346 

Assessed  valuation 

$42,824 

for  a county  library,  or 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

. 56 

per  person 

$61,396 

for  a county  library,  or 

Libraries  : 

Butler,  Zelienople 

.46 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Altoona 

Cambria  County 

717 

Square  miles 

Bradford  County 

106.827 

Urban  population 

1,145 

Square  miles 

91.012 

Rural  population 

16,731 

Urban  population 

38,539 

Foreign  born 

36.435 

Rural  population 

4 

Public  libraries 

1.892 

F oreign  born 

75,380 

have  library  service 

6 

Public  libraries 

122,459 

have  no  public  library 

13.783 

have  library  service 

service 

39.383 

have  no  public  library 

$1 85,839,229 

Assessed  valuation 

service 

1/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$26,534,183 

Assessed  valuation 

$61,946 

for  a county  library,  or 

1 

mill  tax  would  give 

.31 

per  person 

$26,534 

for  a county  library,  or 

Libraries  : Cresson,  Ebensburg,  Johns- 

.50 

per  person 

town,  Portage 
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Cameron  County 

40,020 

have  library  service 

392  Square  miles 

75,100 

have  no  public  library- 

3,036  Urban  population 

service 

3,261  Rural  population 

$130,006,228 

Assessed  valuation 

5S7  Foreign  born 

v4 

mill  tax  would  give 

1 Public  library 

$32,500 

for  a county  library,  oi- 

3,036 have  library  service 

.28 

lier  person 

3,261  have  no  public  library 

Libraries : 

Avondale,  Berwyn,  Down- 

service 

ingtown, 

Ivennett  Square,  Malvern, 

$13,384,561  Assessed  valuation 

P a o 1 i, 

Parkesburg,  Phoenixville, 

% mill  tax  would  give 

Spring  City,  West  Chester 

$6,692  for  a county  library,  or 

* Only  public  libraries  counted. 

$100  per  person 

Libraries : Emporium 

Clarion  County 

601 

Square  miles 

Carbon  County 

2,793 

Urban  population 

406  Square  miles 

33,377 

Rural  population 

35.92S  Urban  population 

1,269 

Foreign  born 

26,637  Rural  population 

•> 

Public  libraries 

11,021  Foreign  born 

1,377 

have  library  service 

3 Public  libraries 

31.793 

have  no  public  library- 

24,293  have  library  service 

service 

38,272  have  no  public  library- 

$17,365,994 

Assessed  valuation 

service 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$41,382,073  Assessed  valuation 

$11,576 

for  a county  library,  or 

% mill  tax  would  give 

.32 

per  jierson 

$20,691  for  a county  library,  or 

Libraries  : 

Clarion,  Foxburg 

.33  per  person 

Libraries:  Lansford,  Maucli  Chunk, 

Clearfield  County 

Palmerton 

1.142 

Square  miles 

27,695 

Urban  population 

Centro  County 

75,541 

Rural  population 

1,146  Square  miles 

14,027 

Foreign  born 

7,896  Urban  population 

2 

Public  libraries 

36,408  Rural  population 

15,161 

have  library  service 

2,488  Foreign  born 

SS,075 

have  no  public  library 

0 Public  libraries* 

service 

44,304  have  library  service 

$29,962,570 

Assessed  valuation 

44,304  have  no  public  library- 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

service 

$19,974 

for  a county  library,  or 

$22,186,315  Assessed  valuation 

.19 

per  person 

% mill  tax  would  give 

Libraries  : 

DuBois,  Winburne 

$16,638  for  a county  library,  or 

. 37  per  person 

Clinton  County 

♦State  College  and  Belief  onte  have 

S7S 

Square  miles 

public  libraries  so  small  as  not  to 

14,434 

Urban  population 

count. 

19,121 

Rural  population 

2,106 

F oreign  born 

Chester  County 

1 

Public  library 

777  Square  miles 

18.555 

have  library  service 

46,227  Urban  population 

15,000 

have  no  public  library 

68,893  Rural  population 

service 

9,679  Foreign  born 

$16,504,326 

Assessed  valuation 

10  Public  libraries* 

v> 

mill  tax  would  give 

$8,252  for  a county  library,  and 
cost 

. 24  per  person 
Library : Lock  Haven 

Columbia  County 

479  Square  miles 
20,000  Urban  population 
28,349  Itural  population 
3,296  Foreign  born 
3 Public  libraries 
20,417  have  library  service 
27,932  have  no  public  library 
service 

$41,156,092  Assessed  valuation 
1/3  mill  tax  would  give 
$13,715  for  a county  library,  or 
.28  per  person 

Libraries:  Lerwick,  Bloomsburg, 


166,613 

Urban  population 

46,503 

Rural  population 

10,355 

Foreign  born 

2 

Public  libraries 

t 78,617 

have  library  service 

74,499 

have  no  public  libr 

service 

$142,314,824 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$71,157 

for  a county  library, 

.49 

per  person 

Libraries : Harrisburg, 

t estimated 


Hershey 


Orangeville 

Crawford  County 


1,038  Square  miles 
23,000  Urban  population 
37,667  Rural  population 
3,968  Foreign  born 
7 Public  libraries 
26,799  have  library  service 
33, SOS  have  no  public  library 


Delaware  County 

185  Square  miles 
92,691  Urban  population 
80,393  Rural  population 
25,952  Foreign  born 
11  Public  libraries 
89,734  have  library  service  * 
83,350  have  no  public  library 
service 

$282,310,593  Assessed  valuation 
1/3  mill  tax  would  give 
$94,103  for  a county  library,  or 
. 54  per  person 

Libraries:  Chester,  Darby,  Lansdowne, 
Marcus  Hook,  Media,  Norwood, 


$47,775,903 

service 

Assessed  valuation 

Prospect  Park,  Ridley  Park,  Swarth- 
inore.  Upper  Darby,  Wallingford 

1/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

* Would  have  if  all  the  libraries  were 

$15,925 
. 26 

for  a county  library,  or 
per  person 

large  enough  to  serve  the  town  fully. 

Libraries : 

Cambridge  Springs,  Con- 

Elk  County 

neautville. 

Meadville,  Saegertown, 

866 

Square  miles 

Titusville, 

Townville,  Venango 

18,404 

16,577 

Urban  population 
Rural  population 

'uiubcrlaiul 

County 

6,232 

Foreign  born 

52S 

Square  miles 

2 

Public  libraries 

19.671 

Urban  population 

13,004 

have  library  service 

38,907 

Rural  population 

21 .977 

have  no  public  library 

631 

Foreign  born 

service 

1 

Public  library 

$12,116,721 

Assessed  valuation 

1.109 

have  library  service 

1 

mill  tax  would  give 

57,469 

have  no  public  library 

$12,116 

for  a county  library,  or 

service 

.35 

per  person 

$42,253,828 

1/3 

Assessed  valuation 
mill  tax  would  give 

Libraries : 

Ridgwa.v,  St.  Marys 

$14,084 

.24 

for  a county  library,  or 
per  person 

Erie  County 
781 

Square  miles 

Library:  Mount  ITollv  Springs 

107,931 

Urban  population 

45,605 

Rural  population 

hmpliin  County  i 

22.467 

Foreign  born 

522 

Square  miles 

10 

Public  libraries 

221 


121,506 

32,524 

$139,580,070 

2/3 

$93,052 


have  library  service 
have  no  public  library 
service 

Assessed  valuation 
mill  tax  would  give 
for  a county  library,  or 


.55  per  person 

Libraries : Albion,  Corry,  East  Spring- 


field,  Erie,  Girard,'  North  East, 
North  Girard,  Union  City,  Weis 
Library,  West  Springfield 


Fayette  County 


796 

Square  miles 

36,673 

Urban  population 

151,431 

Rural  population 

38,276 

Foreign  born 

4 

Public  libraries 

39,103 

have  library  service 

149,001 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$120,042,029 

Assessed  valuation 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$80,028 

for  a county  library,  or 

.43 

per  person 

Libraries  : 

Brownsville, — South  and 

West,  Connellsville,  Point  Marion, 
Uniontown 


Forest  County 


424 

Square  miles 

0 

Urban  population 

7,477 

Rural  population 

439 

Foreign  born 

0 

Public  libraries 

0 

have  library  service 

7,477 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$4,040,502 

Assessed  valuation 

2 

mill  tax  would  give 

$8,080 

for  a county  library,  or 

1.04 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Endeavor  not  counted  as 

there  is  : 

no  report  from  it. 

ranklin  County 

751 

Square  miles 

23,196 

Urban  population 

39,079 

Rural  population 

385 

Foreign  born 

4 

Public  libraries 

25.104 

have  library  service 

37,171  have  no  public  library 
service 


$48,479,685  Assessed  valuation 

2/3  mill  tax  would  give 
$32,318  for  a county  library,  or 
.51  per  person 

Libraries : Blue  Ridge  Summit, 

Chambersburg,  Mercersburg,  Waynes- 
boro 


Fulton  County 


403 

Square  miles 

0 

Urban  population 

9,617 

Rural  population 

18 

Foreign  born 

0 

Public  library 

0 

have  library  service 

9,617 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$2,881,337 

Assessed  valuation 

2 

mill  tax  would  give 

$5,762 

for  a county  library,  or 

.59 

per  person 

Greene  County 

574 

Square  miles 

3,332 

Urban  population 

27,472 

Rural  population 

1,712 

Foreign  born 

0 

Public  library 

0 

have  library  service 

30,804 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$69,092,729 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$17,273 

for  a county  library,  or 

.56 

per  person 

Huntingdon 

County 

918 

Square  miles 

11,795 

Urban  population 

28,053 

Rural  population 

2,050 

Foreign  born 

1 

Public  library 

400 

have  library  service 

39,400 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$25,737,986 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$19,302*  for  a county  library,  or 
.49  per  person 
Library : Alexandria 

Indiana  County 

829  Square  miles 
14,301  Urban  population 
66,609  Rural  population 
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13,821 

Foreign  born 

Libraries : 

Carbondale,  Scranton, 

5 

Public  libraries 

Taylor 

14.0S9 

have  library  service 

67,022 

have  no  public  library 

Lancaster  County  i 

service 

941 

Square  miles 

$70,713,642 

Assessed  valuation 

77,432 

Urban  population 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

96,365 

Rural  population 

$47,142 

for  a county  library,  or 

4,310 

Foreign  born 

.58 

per  person 

5 

Public  libraries 

Libraries : 

Black  Lick,  Blairsville, 

69,040 

have  library  service 

Cherry  Tree,  Indiana,  Saltsburg 

104,757 

have  no  public  library 

service 

Jefferson  County 

$179,453,797 

Assessed  valuation 

666 

Square  miles 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

20.206 

Urban  population 

$89,726 

for  a county  library,  or 

41.89S 

Rural  population 

.51 

per  person 

7,327 

Foreign  born 

Libraries : 

Columbia,  Elizabethtown, 

1 

Public  library 

Lancaster, 

Marietta,  South  Hermit- 

10.311 

have  library  service 

age 

51,993 

have  no  public  library 

service 

Lawrence  County 

$39,419,631 

Assessed  valuation 

360 

Square  miles 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

52,987 

Urban  population 

$29,565 

for  a county  library,  or 

32.558 

Rural  population 

.48 

per  person 

15,626 

Foreign  born 

Library : Punxsutawney 

4 

Public  libraries 

55,687 

have  library  service 

Juniata  County 

29,858 

have  no  public  library 

392 

Square  miles 

service 

0 

Urban  population 

$89,289,658 

Assessed  valuation 

14,464 

Rural  population 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

41 

Foreign  born 

$44,644 

for  a county  library,  or 

0 

Public  library 

.52 

per  person 

0 

have  library  service 

Libraries : 

Bessemer,  Ellwood  City, 

14,464 

have  no  public  library 

New  Castle,  Wurtemberg 

service 

$6,459,463 

Assessed  valuation 

Lebanon  County 

1 Vo 

mill  tax  would  give 

360 

Square  miles 

$9,689 

for  a county  library,  or 

28,289 

Urban  population 

.68 

per  person 

34,863 

Rural  population 

2,667 

Foreign  born 

Lackawanna 

County 

0 

Public  libraries 

451 

Square  miles 

0 

have  library  service 

261,015 

Urban  population 

63,152 

have  no  public  library 

25.296 

Rural  population 

service 

64,831 

Foreign  born 

$82,419,371 

Assessed  valuation 

3 

Public  libraries 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

166.299 

have  library  service 

$41,210 

for  a county  library,  or 

120.012 

have  no  public  library 

.65 

per  person 

service 

$238,894,685 

Assessed  valuation 

Lehigh  County 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

344 

Square  miles 

$159,862 

for  a county  library,  or 

101 ,383 

Urban  population 

.59 

per  person 

46.718 

Rural  population 

223 


15,539 

Foreign  born 

2 

Public  libraries 

96,865 

have  library  service 

51,236 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$202,972,098 

Assessed  valuation 

1/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$67,657 

for  a county  library, 

or 

.46 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Allentown,  Catasauqua 

Luzerne  County 

892 

Square  miles 

277,408 

Urban  population 

113,583 

Rural  population 

97,791 

Foreign  born 

4 

Public  libraries 

113,559 

have  library  service 

257,432 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$469,044,109 

Assessed  valuation 

1/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$156,348 

for  a county  library, 

or 

.40 

per  person 

Libraries  : 

Hazleton,  Kingston,  West 

Pittston, 

Wilkes-Barre 

Lycoming  County 

1,220 

Square  miles 

46,642 

Urban  population 

36,458 

Rural  population 

3,528 

Foreign  born 

5 

Public  libraries 

55,701 

have  library  service 

27,399 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$51,549,907 

Assessed  valuation 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$34,149 

for  a county  library, 

or 

.43 

per  person 

McKean  County 

987 

Square  miles 

22,808 

Urban  population 

26,126 

Rural  population 

6,431 

Foreign  born 

3 

Public  libraries 

25,164 

have  library  service 

23,770 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$31,441,647 

Assessed  valuation 

1 

mill  tax  would  give 

$31,441 

for  a county  library, 

or 

.64 

per  person 

Libraries : Bradford,  Kane,  Port 

Allegany 


Mercer  County 


700 

Square  miles 

55,052 

Urban  population 

38,736 

Rural  population 

15,893 

Foreign  born 

4 

Public  libraries 

39,628 

have  library  service 

54,165 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$67,4S8,243 

Assessed  valuation 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$44,992 

for  a county  library,  or 

.47 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Greenville,  Grove  City, 

Mercer,  Sharon 


Mifflin  County 


398 

Square  miles 

12,614 

Urban  population 

18,825 

Rural  population 

790 

Foreign  born 

0 

Public  libraries 

0 

have  library  service 

31,439 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$18,395,614 

Assessed  valuation 

1 

mill  tax  would  give 

$18,395 

for  a county  library,  or 

.58 

per  person 

Libraries  : 
counted. 

none  large  enough  to  be 

Monroe  County 

623 

Square  miles 

10,133 

Urban  population 

14,162 

Rural  population 

1,049 

Foreign  born 

3 

Public  libraries 

5,478 

have  library  service 

19,817 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$23,127,466 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$11,564 

for  a county  library,  or 

.47 

per  person 

Libraries  : 

Stroudsburg,  Swiftwater, 

Mountainhome 


Montgomery  County 

484  Square  miles 
84,206  Urban  population 
115,104  Rural  population 


224 


24,669 

Foreign  born 

109,380 

have  no  public  library 

15 

Public  libraries 

service 

105,352 

have  library  service 

$76,444,515 

Assessed  valuation 

93,958 

have  no  public  library 

2/3 

- mill  tax  would  give 

service 

$50,922 

for  a county  library,  or 

$436,561,370 

Assessed  valuation 

.41 

per  person 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

Libraries : 

Milton,  Northumberland 

$109,140 

.54 

for  a county  library,  or 
per  person 

Perry  County 

Libraries : 

Ardmore,  Bala-Cynwyd, 

564 

Square  miles 

Bryn  Maw 

•r,  Conshohoeken,  Eureka, 

0 

Urban  population 

Flourtown 

, Jeffersonville,  Jenkin- 

22,875 

Rural  population 

town,  North  Wales,  Lansdale,  Nar- 

176 

Foreign  born 

berth,  Norristown,  Pennsburg,  Potts- 

2 

Public  libraries 

town,  Royersford,  and  7 too  small 

2,488 

have  library  service 

to  be  counted 

20,387 

have  no  public  library 

Montour  County 

$12,194,714 

service 

Assessed  valuation 

130 

Square  miles 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

6.952 

Urban  population 

$8,128 

for  a county  library,  or 

7,128 

Rural  population 

.35 

per  person 

757 

Foreign  born 

Libraries : 

Millerstown,  Newport 

o 

7,952 

Public  libraries 
have  library  service 

Pike  County 

6,128 

have  no  public  library 

544 

Square  miles 

service 

0 

Urban  population 

$6,270,690 

Assessed  valuation 

6.818 

Rural  population 

1 

mill  tax  would  give 

595 

Foreign  born 

$6,270 

for  a county  library,  or 

2 

Public  libraries 

.44 

per  person 

968 

have  library  service 

Libraries : 

Danville,  Washingtonville 

5,850 

have  no  public  library 

Northampton 

County 

$10,549,763 

service 

Assessed  valuation 

372 

104,716 

Square  miles 
Urban  population 

Vi 

mill  tax  would  give 

48,790 

Rural  population 

$5,274 

for  a county  library,  or 

26,939 

Foreign  born 

. 77 

per  person 

Public  libraries 
have  library  service 

Libraries  : 

Milford.  Bushkill 

3 

102,043 

Potter  County 

51,463 

have  no  public  library 

1,142 

Square  miles 

service 

5,805 

Urban  population 

$151,505,468 

Assessed  valuation 

15.284 

Rural  population 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

1,452 

Foreign  born 

$75,752 

for  a county  library,  or 

5 

Public  libraries 

.49 

per  person 

8.215 

have  library  service 

Libraries  : Bangor,  Bethlehem,  Easton 

12,874 

have  no  public  library 

Northumberland  County 

service 

454 

Square  miles 

$8,225,986 

Assessed  valuation 

71.788 

Urban  population 

1 

mill  tax  would  give 

50.291 

Rural  population 

$8,225 

for  a county  library,  or 

13,224 

Foreign  born 

.37 

per  person 

2 

Public  libraries 

Libraries : 

Coudersport,  Galeton,  IJar- 

12.699 

have  library  service 

rison  Valley,  Shinglehouse,  Ulysses 

225 


Schuylkill  County 


777 

Square  miles 

132,274 

Urban  population 

58,480 

Rural  population 

34,014 

Foreign  born 

3 

Pubic  libraries 

48,579 

have  library  service 

109,175 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$153,007,311 

Assessed  valuation 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$102,000 

for  a county  library,  or 

.40 

per  person 

Libraries  : 
doah 

Auburn,  Pottsville,  Shenan- 

Snyder  County 

311 

Square  miles 

0 

Urban  population 

17,129 

Rural  population 

39 

Foreign  born 

0 

Public  library 

0 

have  library  service 

17.129 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$14,668,385 

Assessed  valuation 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$9,778 

for  a county  library,  or 

.57 

per  person 

Somerset  County 

1.034 

Square  miles 

16,299 

LTrban  population 

65,813 

Rural  population 

12,341 

Foreign  born 

2 

Public  libraries 

12,583 

have  library  service 

69,529 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$55,549,280 

Assessed  valuation 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$ 37,032 

for  a county  library,  or 

.51 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Somerset,  Windber 

Sullivan  County 

458 

Square  miles 

0 

Urban  population 

9.520 

Rural  population 

913 

Foreign  born 

0 

Public  libraries 

0 

have  library  service 

9.520 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$4,192,929 

Assessed  valuation 

m 

mill  tax  would  give 

$5,240 

for  a county  library,  or 

.56 

per  person 

Susquehanna 

County  i 

824 

Square  miles 

9,768 

Urban  population 

24,995 

Rural  population 

3,025 

Foreign  born 

6 

Public  libraries 

4,327 

have  library  service 

30,436 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$24,809,S31 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$18,606 

for  a county  library,  or 

.53 

per  person 

Libraries  : 

Dimock.  Ilallstead,  Mont- 

rose,  New  Milford,  Springville, 
Uniondale 

Tioga  County 

1,142 

Square  miles 

3,452 

Urban  population 

33,666 

Rural  population 

2,358 

Foreign  born 

4 

Public  libraries 

8,496 

have  library  service 

2S,622 

have  no  public  library 
service 

$19,710,493 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$9,855 

for  a county  library,  or 

.26 

per  person 

Libraries  : 

Elkland,  Knoxville,  Mans- 

field,  Wellsboro 


Union  County 


305 

Square  miles 

3,204 

Urban  population 

12,646 

Rural  population 

83 

Foreign  born 

1 

Public  library 

3,204 

have  library  service 

12,646 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$10,866,489 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$8,148 

for  a county  library,  or 

.52 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Lewisburg 

Venango  County 

661 

Square  miles 

226 


33,006 

Urban  population 

25,278 

Rural  population 

3,711 

Foreign  born 

2 

Public  libraries 

23,454 

have  library  service 

35,730 

have  no  public  library 

$G5,097,119 

service 

Assessed  valuation 

y2 

mill  tax  would  give 

$32,548 

for  a county  library,  or 

.54 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Cooperstown,  Oil  City. 

Franklin 

has  a library  which  is 

not  free. 

Warren  County 

902 

Squai-e  miles 

14,272 

Urban  population 

25,752 

Rural  population 

5,444 

Foreign  born 

3 

Public  libraries 

20,226 

have  library  service 

20,074 

have  no  public  library 

$29,546,542 

service 

Assessed  valuation 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$19,696 

for  a county  library,  or 

.48 

per  person 

Libraries  : Sheffield  Township,  Tidioute, 

Warren 

Washington  < 

County 

862 

Square  miles 

80,498 

Urban  population 

108,494 

Rural  population 

41,601 

Foreign  born 

4 

Public  libraries 

43,551 

have  library  service 

145,441 

have  no  public  library 

$185,634,084 

service 

Assessed  valuation 

y2 

mill  tax-  would  give 

$92,817 

for  a county  librai’y,  or 

.43 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Cannonsburg.  McDonald, 

Monongahela,  Washington 

Wayne  County 

739 

Square  miles 

2,756 

Urban  population 

24.679 

Rural  population 

2,434 

Foreign  born 

1 

Public  library 

2.750 

have  library  service 

24,685 

have  no  public  library 

service 


$16,724,216 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$12,543 

for  a county  library,  or 

.45 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Honesdale 

Westmoreland  County 

1,039 

Square  miles 

115,642 

Urban  population 

157,926 

Rural  population 

56,569 

Foreign  born 

8 

Public  libraries 

51,680 

have  library  service 

221,888 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$195,834,666 

Assessed  valuation 

% 

mill  tax  would  give 

$146,874 

for  a county  library,  or 

.53 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Avonmore,  Latrobe,  Mur- 

raysville, 

New  Alexandria,  New 

Kensington-Arnold-Parnassus,  Scott- 
dale,  Vandergrift,  West  Newton 

Wj  roming  County 


397 

Square  miles 

0 

Urban  population 

14,101 

Rural  population 

547 

Foreign  born 

3 

Public  libraries 

2,810 

have  library  service 

11,291 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$7,605,168 

Assessed  valuation 

1 

mill  tax  would  give 

$7,605 

for  a county  library,  or 

.54 

per  person 

Libraries : 

Laeeyville,  Meshoppen, 

Tunkhannoek 

York  County 


903 

Square  miles 

62,694 

Urban  population 

81.827 

Rural  population 

1 ,975 

Foreign  born 

3 

Public  libraries 

56,955 

have  library  service 

87,566 

have  no  public  library 

service 

$110,381,043 

Assessed  valuation 

2/3 

mill  tax  would  give 

$73,586 

for  a county  library,  or 

.50 

per  person 

Libraries  : 

Hanover,  York,  York 

Haven 

